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MISCELLAN 


For the Panoplist. 


ON THE GRADUAL AND INSID- 
IOUS PROGRESS OF INTEM- 
PERANCE. 


No. V. 


No person ever became a drunk- 
aid, or a tippler, all at once, 
he descent to infamy and to 
hell, upen the fiery stream of in- 
toxicating liquors, though often 
rapid, 1s not nerpendicuiar. In 
almost every case, the progress, 
at first, is slow and impercepti- 
bie. Probably, net one hard 
drinker in a hundred entertained 
the least apprehension of danger, 
when he began to fall; and not 
one in fifty can, upon looking 
back, specify the day, or the 
month, when he took the first 
step, in the cownward road of 
intemperance. It requires ume 
to pervert the natural taste; to 
silence the remonstrances of 
conscience, to overcome the 
sense of shame; to extinguish 
the best affections of the heart; 
and, with the eyes open, to 
plunge voluntarily into all the 
miseries of infamy, poverty, dis- 
ease, death, and perdition. 

It is by degrees, that an inor- 
dinate thirst for ardent spirits is 
created. The poison diffuses 
itself through the system unscen 
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and unsuspected. While the un- 
conscious victim cries peace and 
safety, sudden destruction is 
coming upon him. Every day 
adds a new and stronger link to 
the chain, that is soon to bind 
him beyond the hope of deliver- 
ance. At every step his path be- 
comes more steep and critical. 
Like a benighted wanderer on 
the glaciers of Switzerland, he 
walks upon che brink of destruc- 
5 and knows itnot. Or, rath 

, he is like 2 man in a deliri- 
a who should stand and laugh 
and sing on some loose ime 
pending crag of the highest 
Alps, at the very moment when 
he is about plunging into the 
abyss beneath. 

This might serve for a hasty 
outline; but it may be useful, 
though it should be painful, to 
pursue the subject further. Let 
us then endeavor, in a few cas- 
€s, to trace the insidious prog- 
ress of intemperance, step by 
step, from the first excess, to 
downwright snd habitual intoxi- 
cation. 

We will begin with one of 
those invalids, whdare gradually 
and insensibly seduced by strong 
drink, under the imposing name 
of medicine. He resorts to the 
bottle of bitters at first, not be- 
cause he craves liquor, but to re- 
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move some ache, or to gain a 
temporary relief from debility. 
He drinks very sparingly once a 
day, and is sure that it does him 
good. Soon he finds, that the 
little, which he has been accus- 
tomed to take, does not produce 
the desired effect, and therefore 
increases the dose. While un- 
der its stimulating operation he 
feels better, but when that ceas- 
es, he sinks lower than ever. 
Long before the stated hour re- 
turns, he is driven, by a kind of 
unaccountable impulse, to the 
bottle, by the use of which he 
once more gains a momentary 
relief. 

In the mean time, he feels, or 
thinks he feels, a variety of 
Strange spasms and shooting 
pains,which nothing but his belov- 
ed medicine can remove. Under 
this impression, he after a while 
uses it so frequently and so 
freely, that its inebriating ef- 
fects become apparent to his 
friends. They are alarmed, and 
very tenderly suggest to him the 
expediency of substituting some 
other medicine. He is confident 
that nothing will answer the pur- 
pose so well, and thinks himself 
fully authorized, nay bound, to 
reject their friendly advice. The 
habit of drinking now increases 
upon him every day. He is of- 
teu disguised, and his friends 
think it high time to remonstrate 
with him ina more decided 
tone. He pretends to be aston- 
ished, that they should entertain 
such unkind suspicions; assures 
ihem that these suspicions are 
wholly groundiess; that he drinks 
no more than his health absolute- 
ly requires, and wonders how 
they can be so cruel, as to think 
of depriving a poor sick man of 
the only medicine, whieh gives 


him any relief. Thus he contrives 
to blind his own eyes, and to re- 
sist every motive that can be 
urged to save him from ruin. 
While he flatters himself that 
his health is improving, his 
bands are made strong. He 
wastes all the little strength tbat 
he had, and goes prematurely 
down to the grave, a confirmed 
drunkard. Or,if he recovers in 
spite of strong drink, it is only to 
drag out a few months or years of 
shame and guilt; to be a burden 
to his friends and a curse to the 
community. Such, ina thousand 
cases, is the gradual and insid- 
ious progress of intemperance, 
begun and carried on by using 
ardent spirits as a medicine. 

Let us now trace its footsteps 
and its ravages, for a moment, 
along the path of honor and of- 
fice. Here, alas! we shall find 
many a column, broken and de- 
faced, which once stood strong 
and towered high, the pride and 
ornament of the state. Here, 
also, may we behold the useless 
fragments of a multitude of infe- 
rior pillars, which, while they 
stood, helped to support the pub- 
lic edifice. None of these, let 
it be remembered, were over- 
thrown by a single shock. Their 
foundations were gradually and 
silently washed away, till they 
tuttered, and at last fell to rise 
no more. How this catastro- 
phe is produced, itis not difh- 
cult toexplain. In doing pub- 
lic business men have the temp- 
tation to drink almost always be- 
fore them. Our habits are such, 
that to avoid being singuiar, 
those who would gladly deciine, 
think they must, at least, take a 
little. Here the rivulet, in 
many cases, takes its rise. 
Drinking a little ence, prepares 
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the way for drinking a little, or 
rather,a good deal more. Liquor 
is always plenty and is often free. 
This last circumstance it cannot 
be doubted, induces some to 
drink mere, than they would feel 
themselves able to buy. Being 
once fairly initiated, they find it 
ditiicult to refrain. Having had 
the decanter of brandy always at 
hand, when abroad, discharging 
their public duties, it is natural 
to wish for it at home. And 
when matters have proceeded 
thus far, the danger of confirm- 
ed intemperance becomes great, 
and the most distressing appre- 
hensions of friends, are too often 
speedily realized. 

Thus, one indulgence, which, 
perhaps, was merely complimen- 
tary, plompts to a second; that to 
a third; and so on, till the melan- 
choly fate of the victim is sealed. 
In the mean time, public confi- 
dence is gradually withdrawn. 
The whisper of suspicion gives 
place to the irresistible proofs of 
ocular demonstration. “He is 
not the man he once was,’’ is re- 
peated, by one and another, with 
a significant look and strong em- 
phasis. To his utter astonish- 
ment he finds his character gone, 
before he suspected that it was 
even tarnished. This discovery 
accelerates his full. He throws 
off those restraints which a re- 
gard to his character had impos- 
ed, becomes a confirmed sot, is 
an object of pity and derision 
while he lives, and goes unla- 
mented down to the grave. 

Sull further to illustrate the 
eradual and fatal progress of in- 
temperance, let us seek in the 
bosom of some happy and re- 
spectal le family, for an amiable 
and prou sing you:h, on whom 
the foudest hopes ot his parents 


rest. We will suppose (what 
alas! too often happens,) that 
through their indiscreet use of 
strong drink in the family, he 
contracted, even in childhood, 
too high a relish for the cordial 
and the sling. Or we will sup- 
pose, that his feet first began 
imperceptibly to slide, at a 
raising, a ball, a military pa- 
rade, or, on a fourth of July. 
Having once begun to drink spir- 
its, he repeats and increases the 
draught from time to time, with- 
out the least suspicion of danger, 
and is pleased with the exhilarat- 
ing effects. This exhilaration is 
naturally followed by languor, 
and he soon learns, when his 
spirits are depressed, to raise 
them by the stimulus of ardent 
spirits. 

Yielding to the importunity of 
merry and insinuating compan- 
ions, he goes now and then to 
the tavern, or grog shop. The 
glass is filled, passes briskly 
around, and he is urged to_par- 
take of its contents. If he de- 
clines, or drinks sparingly, he is 
ridiculed asa lad of no spirit. 
Again the glass is replenished; 
again and again he is over-per- 
suaded to put it to his mouth. 
Nor after others have treated 
him so generously, is it possi- 
ble for him to get off with hon- 
or, till he has called in his glass, 
and pledged the noisy circle. 
He goes away heartily ashamed 
of himself, and resolves never tu 
be found in such company again. 
But he is again solicited and 
yields. He is observed to drink 
more willingly and freely than 
before, and is greeted with ap- 
plause. ‘This flatters his vanity, 
but cannot altogether quiet his 
conscience. tHe returns home 
late. The suspicions of his par- 
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ents areexcited. They inquire 
where he has been; and, after 
some attempts at equivocation, 
he is constrained totell. They 
tenderly admonish him, and he 
promises never to offend in this 
way again. A new temptation, 
however, presents itself, and he 
is overcome. All this time, he 
abhors the character of a drunk- 
ard; never suspecting, that he 
is becoming one himself. But 
the dreadtul truth begins to ap- 
pear. His eyes and his face be- 
tray him. He grows idle and 
quarrelsome; answers his par- 
ents roughly; and learns to 
swear and gamble over the bot- 
tle, as often as he can find op- 
portunity. 

He is,perhaps, secretly carried 
home intoxicated, from his mid- 
night revels, once or twice. 
The scene is too much for his 
doting father and mother. Their 
hearts are ready to burst with an- 
guish. Haif despairing and half 
distracted, they weep and pray 
till he comes to himself, and 
then, in the most earnest and 
moving terms, set before him 
the fatal consequences of perse- 
vering in his present course. 
His brothers and sisters intreat 
him, with many tears, not to de- 
stroy himseif,and not to rend 
the heartstrings of those who 
most tenderiy love him. He is 
deeply affected; promises amend- 
ment, and forms strong resolu- 
tions, ‘vhich, alas! prove like the 
morning cloud and the carly 
dew. 

At length his intemperance 
becomes -a subject of public 
conversation. Many have seen 


him in a state of partial or com- 
plete intoxication. 
that to save 
possible, a 


Then it is, 
his character, if 
little longer, his 
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friends invent for him, a variety 
of excuses; such as that he 
drank upon an empty stomach; 
he was very much out of health; 
he was overcome with cold; or 
he is subject to fits and fainting. 
Vain efforts to conceal the 
truth! He has fits, indeed, but 
they are fits of drunkenness, 
which become every month 
more frequent and more puhiic. 
He is seen staggering away trom 
the dram shop, or lying sense- 
less on the ground, at noon day. 
If he is able to get home, he 
raves like a maniac, or r:ther 
like a fiend; curses him that 
begat, and her who bare him, 
and imprecates the vengeance 
of God upon his own head. 
Thus he goes on, waxing 
worse and worse; selling tHe 


_very clothes from his back to 


buy spirits; destroying all the 
faculties of his mind; and ¢treas- 
uring ufi wrath against the day 
of wrath. He dies as he lived. 
The grief of his mother is too 
big for utterance. Gladiy would 
she pour it forth in tears, but 
cannot. Even tears refuse to 
come to her relief. His father, 
trembling with agony, and bend- 
ing over his grave, breaks out in 
the heart rending apostrophe of 
king David, O my son. my son, 
would God I had died for thee, 
my som, my son. 

Painful as is this view of the 
eradual and terrible progress 
of intemperance, there is at 
least one other, which ts not less 
distressing. I have seen the al- 
fectionate husband, the fond par- 
ent, the warm friend, and the 
kind neighbor, drawn incautious- 
ly within the tremendous sweep 
of this worse than Norwegian 
whirlpool. For sometime he 
was carried so slowly round its 
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vast circumference, that his 
friends would scarcely perceive 
‘he motion, and he was wholly 
unconscious of it himself. But at 
length,suspicion ripened into cer- 
tainty. tt became apparent, that 
every revolution hastened his 
progress, and carricd him nearer 
to the fatal centre. His fond wife, 
terrified almost to distraction, in- 
treated him instantly to make 
his escape He smiled at her 
weakness, and assured herthere 
was no danger This increased 
her alarm; and fain would she 
have rescued him at the hazard 
of her own life, but could not. 
His children stretched out their 
imploring hands, and his friends 
made every possible effort to 
save him, but in vain. At times 
indeed, he would seem to listen 
to their intreatics, and feebly to 
struggle against the current, that 
was hurrying him to destruction. 
But at length its whirling ve- 
locity made him giddy, and even 
deprived him of reason. Every 
moment accelerated his ap- 
proach to the roaring gulf; and 
whiie I beheld, he suddenly dis- 
appeared, and I saw him no more! 

Let my readers tell, whether 
they have not seen a man, happy 
in the bosom of his family, kind- 
ly discharging the duties of a 
husband and father, till that great 
destroyer, strong drink, entered 
his house, and tempted him to 
his undoing. His destruction, 
however, was not accomplished 
inadayor a month. If he in- 
dulged his appctite for Jiquor 
too far, he firmly resolved never 
to become a slave to it. If he 
drank his morning bitters regu- 
larly every day, he was sure that 
the habit could not be attended 
with any danger. If he went oc- 
casionally to the tavern, it was 


only to read the news-papers; or 
if tothe dram-shop, he had busi- 
ness there which could not be 
dispensed with. He always re- 
tired early and sober. 

But notwithstanding all his 
excuses and palliations it was ap- 
parent, that he had begun to fall. 
Instead of passing his evenings 
at home, as formerly, he might 
be seen hanging about the tav- 
ern till alate hour = Private and 
tender remonstrances were re- 
sorted to, and he promised ref- 
ormation. He left his cisselute 
companions, and resolved never 
to renew the connexion. But 
neither promises nor resolutions 
could bind him. He returned 
to his cups. He neglected his 
business. His customers called, 
and not finding him at home, 
withdrew their patronage. His 
wife tried every endearing meth- 
od to withdraw his feet from the 
path of ruin. He was not vet a 
drunkard; but it was evident he 
would be soon, unless some- 
thing could be done to check his 
progress, and no effectual means 
could be devised. At length he 
came home intoxicated. The 
distress of his partner and the 
consternation of his children, 
may be imagincd, but cannot be 
painted. 

When sleep had brought him 
to himself, most earnestly did 
she conjure him for bis own 
sake, for her’s, and tor that ot 
their common offspring, to re- 
form without delay. He scemed 
to relent; begged that she would 
forgive him; bound himscif by 
the most: solemn promises, and 
once more revived her hopes. 
Ah delusive hopes! Unabie to 
walk, he was soon after carried 
home by his companions; slept’ 
away the fumes of the mebria- 
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ting draught; again relented, 
and again relapsed. Now it was, 
that he gave himself upto sin 
with greediness. Now it was, 
that he might be seen stagger- 
ing away from the dram-shop, 
at an early hoyr of the day. 
Whenever he went from home, 
his poor broken hearted wife 
trembled to think of his return. 
His estate was soon all measured 
out by the gill and the half gill; 
his family was reduced to beg- 
gary; and the boys in the streets 
hooted at him as he reeled 
alone. 

And now, yonder comes that 


‘loathsome, self-degraded mon- 


ster. Behold his bloated face, 
his eyes swollen and red, and ev- 
ery feature distorted. See him 
at length feeling for the door 
of his own house, stumbling 
over the threshold and entering 
more like a brute than like a 
man. 

If your heart can endure it, 
follow him into the house. Be- 
hold his children fleeing and 
shuddering, as if pursued by a 
wild beast. Conceive, if you 
can, what his poor heart-broken 
wife must suffer, as she sinks 
down in her chair, and remains 
speechless. And is this the 
man, who vowed to love and 
cherish her in sickness and in 
health? In this the husband who 
was once so kind, the father 
whose children_used to run out 
to meet him, and weicome his 
return? O how changed! And by 
what means? What evil spirit is 
this, that now possesses and is 
dragging him away to the pit? 
It is intemperance. Reader! 
once he was as free from its in- 
fluence as thou art. Buthe was 
snared and taken, when he little 
thought of it; and so mayest thou 


be. We have seen what he was; 
we know what he is. He has 
fallen by little and little. Soon 
he will die, and while we lament 
his dreadful exit, let us remem- 
ber, that he does not perish 
alone. ‘Thousands of husbands 
and fathers, in the United States, 
are now travelling the same 
road; and, except they repent 
and reform, of which there ts al- 
most no hope, will ere long meet 
ihe same doom! 

Finally; I have seen the grad- 
ual progress of intemperance in 
the wife and the mother. She 
was a woman of engaging man- 
ners and a sweet disposition, 
beautiful, prudent, sensible and 
serious. The heart of her hus- 
band safely trusted in her. He 
fondly promised himself, that 
she would do him good and not 
evil, all the days of her life. 
She stretched out her hand to the 
poor; yea, she reached forth her 
hands to the needy. She ofiened 
her mouth with wisdom, and in 
her tongue was the law of kind- 
ness. tler children arose uf: and 
called her blessed; her husband 
also, and he firaised her. Happy, 
happy days, and golden pros- 
pects! 

But, in an unguarded hour, 
strong drink seduced her. By 
slow degrees, at first, she be- 
came attached to the insidious 
poison. A change in her gen- 
eral deportment was observable, 
but the cause was not known. 
Her husband was first compelled 
to suspect, (what he would have 
given all his substance to dis- 
prove,) that she was becoming 
intemperate. But how shouid 
he mention to her, what he 
could not think of without tor- 
ture? Her children were con- 
vinced, that something was 
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wrong, and her friends began to 
feel anxious. 

Had she stopped here, every 
suspicion would have vanished, 
and she would, if possible, have 
been loved more than ever. But 
she never once thought that her 
feet stood on slippery places, 
and the arch deceiver did not 
choose to resign the influence, 
which had been so slowly gain- 
ed. She yielded to every new 
temptation, till the habit of drink- 
ing was in a great measure con- 
firmed. Her husband suggested 
to her his fears, in the most ten- 
der and delicate terms, and she 
seemed to be affected. Neither 
resolutions, nor promises were 
wanting; but they were not long 
regarded. Though her husband 
did every thing in his power, to 
conceal her guilt and shame, it 
was impossible. Al! who loved 
and esteemed her were grieved 
and astonished. Her disposition 
was soon ruined, and her iuatel- 
lect impaired. Intoxication fol- 
lowed excess, and, while under 
the influence of liquor, to tor- 
ment her husband, was her great- 
est delight. He could have 
faced the enemies of his country 
with calmness, in the ficid of 
death. He could have firmly 
extended his right arm to the 
knife of the surgeon; but he 
could not support the thought 
that his beloved wife was be- 
come a drunkard. 

In tie mean time, however, 
the habit to which she had yieid- 
ed gained strength. Her house 
aud her little ones were neglect- 
ed. Every thing that she could 
get was expended for liquor. 
The whole order of the family 
was subverted. Her health was 


undermined. It seemed as if 


she must speedily close her mel- 


ancholy career. But she lived 
long enough, effectually to break 
her husband’s heart, and prevent 
the proper education of her chil- 
dren. At last she died, and 
where is she? 

Let those who have eyes to 
read, and hearts to'feel, serious- 
ly reflect upon the views, 
which I have attempted faintly 
to sketch, of the gradual and fa- 
tal progress of intemperance, 
when once it gains the ascenden- 
cy; and let them watch and pray 
against it without ceasing. 

Z. X. Y. 


ANECDOTES OF INTEMPERATE 
PEKSONS, 


Diep not long since, at the alms- 
house of one of our large towns, 
aman who had been brought to 
that place from a high standing 
in society, by an excessive use 
of ardent spirits. He was a per- 
son of fine appearance, had been 
considerably known in his own 
county as a public nian, had sus- 
tained the office of cotonel in the 
militia, and formeriy possessed 
a comfortabie estate. In conse- 
quence o drinking, he gradual- 
ly lost his respectablilly In SOCi- 
ety. became Involved in debt, was 
consigned to prison, and died at 
a poor-house. Let those, who 
are trave'ling the saine road, 
consider weil where it termi- 
bates. 


A mechanic, of reputable char- 
actcr and good credit, a few 


years since got Into the habit of 


iIntempelate dinking, His at- 
fairs soon became unprosperous: 

his business was graduaily brok- 
en up; and bctore ionpg he was 
obliged to go out to work as a 
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journcyman, and in that capacity 
actually served one of his former 
apprentices. He went on from 
bad to worse, till lately he enlist- 
ed as a marine in the service of 
the United States; and soon came 
to the end of his earthly course 
by a fever, to which his intem- 
perance peculiarly exposed him. 
Mechanics have been known 
to allow the rum-bottle to make 
its daily appearance within 
their precincts, and have thus 
made drunkards of their jour- 
neymen and apprentices with 
nearly as much regularity as 
they make a hat, or a pair of 
shoes. If heads of families are 
bent upon accomplishing the de- 
struction of those under their 
care, itis humbly submitted to 
their consideration, whether 
some less expensive and more 
expeditious method might not 
be resorted to, than that of pois- 
ouing by ardent spirits. Many 
kinds of death are much less ex- 
cruciating than the lingering 
combustion experienced by a 
confirmed sot. Besides, many 
kinds of death can be Inflicted 
without invoivine the sufferer 
ia the dreadful guilt of being his 
own executioner. 
Some persons may have fallen 


ae t , * Se 
into habits of intemperance Inac- 


vertently, though very foolishly. 
nt net to be the case 

The public sensibili- 
ty is alive on the subject. Much 
is said, and much is written. A 
eeneral alarm prevails. Now Is 


the time to make all classes of 


peopte see the danger to which 
they are exposed. Nowis the 
rime tolift up a loud voice against 
this tremendous evil, and to take 
cale, that ifany choose hereafter 
co rush into the gulf of intem- 


Inecdotes of Iniemperate Persons. 





AUG. 


perance, they shall do it with 
their eyes open. 


It is a melancholy fact, that 
many persons of liberal educa- 
tion, and elevated cn ployments, 
have lately become drunkards in 
this country. <A respectable 
clergyman informed the writer 
of this paragraph that on attcnd- 
ing the annual commencement 
of his college, in 1811, he met 
three of bis classmates who had 
evidenuy become intemperate, 
and of wnose wretched progiess 
he had received no intimation till 
their bloated faces, and 1: flurved 
eyes informed him of it. How 
distressing must 1 be to fiid, on 
such a happy antiversary, that 
one’s former friends are goiig 
the downward road of disgrace, 
poverty, sin, and misery. 


A few months ago, as a stage 
full of passengers was rapidly de- 
scending a hill, the driver sud- 
denly diverted the horses from 
the road, though he could not 
stop their pace. The reason of 
his turning out proved to be his 
seeing a man stretched in the 


road directly in his wav. It was 
a very dark evening, and the 


stage hadalantern. ‘The driver 
gave all the warning in his pow- 
er to another stage just behind 
him; but could not be heard As 
the second stage had no lantern, 
the driver saw no reason to leave 
the middle of the road, and ac- 
cording passed rapidly on. As 
soon as the horses could be stop- 
ped, passengers and others went 


back to see whether the man 
was dead or alive. Apprehend- 
ing that a coroner’s inquest 


would be necessary, a justice of 
the peace was inguired for, and 
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lights were procured. On ex- 
amination the man was thought 
to be dead; but, on a closer scru- 
tiny, signs of lite were discover- 
ed, and after removing him to 
the side of the road, he made out 
to speak in a broken manner, 
though utterly ignorant of his 
late danger. In short, he had 
fallen dead drunk into the middle 
of a great public road, at the en- 
trance of a large town, in a dark 
evening; and though the horses 
probably trod on every side of 
him in a quick step, and the 
wheels probably grazed him, yet 
he was only injured in a trifling 
manner, in one of hisfeet. The 
consternation being over, he was 
placed by the side of a barn till 
sume other place could be pro- 
cured for him, or he could take 
care of himself. 

In reference to this account, 
the following inquiries suggest 
themselves. If this unhappy 
man had been killed, would he 
not have been guilty of suicide? 
If so, does not the guzt of sui- 
cide attach to him now, as really 
as if he had been actually killed? 
Does not a large portion of sim- 
jlar guilt attach to the keeper of 
the tavern or grogshop, where 
he procured the intoxicating li- 
quor, provided he was known to 
be a drunkard? If, in conse- 
quence of his lying in the road 
and the attempt to avoid him, 
the stage had been overset, and 
any lives had been lost, would 
they not have been justly charg- 
edito his account! Was he not, 
therefore, guilty of exposing the 
lives of others, as well as his 
own! Does not every drunkard 
live in the practice of sins no 
less heinous, than that of perpet- 
ually exposing his own hte and 
the lives of others? Is not lord 

Vou. IX. 


chief justice Coke perfectly jus- 
tified in saying, that a drunkard 
is voluntarius demon, a voluntary 
devil? Ought not our laws to 
punish drunkenness more se- 
verely than they do? And ought 
they not, out of compassion to 
innocent persons, to be rigidly 
executed in every instance? 


MAGNITUDE OF THE EVIL OF 
INTEMPERANCF. 


Wuen the calculations of the 
quantity of ardent spirits, con- 
sumed in the United States, first 
appeared in the Panoplist for 
March last, the alleged quantity 
was thought by some too enor- 
mous to be accurate. When it 
was considered, however, that 
official returns were made the 
basis of the calculations, the re- 
sult could not fairly be denied. 
Wherever the result was admit- 
ted, it was allowed to be both 
humiliating and alarming. 

On perusing the piece refer- 
red to, some respectable gentle- 
men instituted an examination 
into the quantity consumed in 
the town where they lived. The 
result was, that their town con- 
samed its full proportion. 

It is worthy of remark, that the 
calculation made from official 
returns is amply supported by 
that of Benevolus, in the Pano- 
plist for Oct. 1810, p. 211, made 
from the consumption in a sin- 
gle town. 

It is worthy of remark, also, 
that it has been repeatedly stat- 
ed on the floor of Congress, that 
a tax of 25 cents a gallon on do- 
mestic distilled spirits would su- 
persede all the other contem- 
plated war taxes, It is a great 
pity that spirits should not be 
taxed heavily, with the design to 
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diminish the consumption of 
them. In England, it is very 
rare that drunkenness is produc- 
ed by imported spirits. The 
reason is, the mass of the peo- 
ple cannot buy liquor at four 
or five dollars a gallon. 

It is ascertained, that the late 
discussions on the subject of in- 
temperance, have aroused to ac- 
tion many very respectable per- 
sons. Societies are instituted in 
many places to suppress the evil. 
Those, who perceive the danger 
of bad example, become more 
and more scrupulous in the use 
of spirits in their own families; 
they exert their influence to 


produce the same _ resolution 


among their friends and neigh- 
bors; and they perceive very 
strong encouragements to pur- 
sue the course, upon which they 
have entered. A. B. 


ON RELIGIOUS CONFERENCES. 


In a preceding communication, 
I stated, that religious conferen- 
ces, like all other blessings, 
are liable tu be abused. In the 
following observations, it will 
be my intention to specify some 
of the evils to which these meet- 
ings are exposed, and to describe 
the most useful manner of con- 
ducting them. 

Before proceeding further, it 
is proper to observe, that 1 do 
not suppose any of the erils, 
hereafter enumerated, to have 
been very extensively experien- 
ced in this country. I except, 
however, from this observation, 
certain noisy, enthusiastic secta- 
ries, whose extravagance has 
paved the way for infidelity and 
profligacy in some districts. 

1. Conferences may be per- 


verted to purposes of ostenta- 
tion. The class of persons most 
in danger on this score, is that 
of new converts. They have di- 
rected their attention to the sub- 
ject of religion with much anx- 
iety. They have usually been 
agitated with great fear, and 
cheered with strong hopes. The 
ardor of their feelings cannot 
but have an effect on their con- 
versation, and their mode of ex- 
pression. Itis often a high grat- 
ification to others to hear them 
converse. They are, therefore, 
put forward in religious meet- 
ings, and take a larger share in 
the exercises than they other- 
wise would do. OF this they 
are scarcely sensible themselves; 
and older Christians, pleased to 
see their number increased and 
the church replenished, listen 
with mingled emotions of grati- 
tude and joy. In the first sta- 
ges of this progress, all are 
pleased, and no set design ap- 
pears. But after a while, new 
converts, as yet comparatively 
ignorant of the deceitfulness of 
their own hearts, are in danger 
of talking and praying, with a se- 
cret desire to be admired and 
praised. Against this evil they 
ought to be on their guard; and, 
if they discover it lurking with- 
in them, they ought thoroughly 
toexpel it. Conversing on re- 
ligion, in order to obtain the 
praise of men, even of good men, 
is no more defensible, than were 
the prayers which the Pharisees 
offered at the corners of the 
streets to obtain public applause 
on account of their sanctity. Ev- 
ery thing which countenances 
religious pride, ostentation, or 
vanity, should meet the decided 
condemnation of Christians. As 
the remedy for temptations of 
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this class, let humility be culti- 
vated; let each one consider, 
and have it deeply fixed in his 
mind, how worthless, how guil- 
ty, how inexcusable he is in the 
sight of God. Let him seek to 
become acquainted with his own 
heart, and to follow the apostolic 
injunction, to esteem others bet- 
ter than himself. 

2. Meetings of the kind in 

uestion have sometimes been 
less profitable, than they other- 
wise might have been, in conse- 
quence of introducing subjects 
of curious inquiry. Conferences 
are no suitable places either for 
disputes, or nice disquisitions. 
The proper subjects, on which 
to seek instruction, are the great 
truths of religion; the obvious 
and heart-searching doctrines of 
the Bible; those, which consider 
men as lost sinners, and declare 
the method of recovery by Jesus 
Christ. While these are suita- 
bly kept in view, no Christian 
can go away unprofited. 

3. It is possible, that religious 
meetings may be so much fre- 
quented, as not to leave sufficient 
time for other duties. Where 
ihey are greatly multiplied, and 
where every person attends as 
many as he can, this will too 
probably be the fact. By other 
duties L mean duties strictly re- 
itgious; such as family instruc- 
tion and family religion. Itismuch 
easier to atiend religious social 
meetings, and there join in pray- 
erand conversation, than to keep 

up a long course of religious in- 
struction In the family. There 
is danger that the easiest duty 
should be preferred, and receive 
an undue share of time and at- 
tention. While I would strong- 
ly recommend conferences as a 
mean of promoting knowledge, 
purity, and love; 1 would cau- 


tion Christians against resting 
in them as the end. Our social 
religious enjoyments should 
prompt to the enjoyments of the 
closet, and to the retired wor- 
ship of the family, and all should 
lead to God. Thus will each 
call to duty receive its proper 
attention; and the Christian will 
possess that consistent and har- 
monious character, which he 
ought greatly to desire. 

4. There have been instances 
of these meetings becoming 
tiresome by their uniformity. 
The same subjects have been 
started, and the same series of 
observation have been made, too 
frequently. Where one monot- 
onous course is pursued for a 
considerable time, it must of ne- 
cessity become dull and uninter- 
esting. 

5. Where a great attention to 
religion prevails, and multitudes 
are deeply anxious in regard to 
their salvation, there is danger 
that these mectings will be pro- 
tracted to an improper length. 
The fact is, however, that dis- 
creet and experienced Christians 
are usually quite enough on 
their guard against this evil; 
and that no class of meetings for 
social enjoyment, not even tea 
parties, have so uniformly been 
closed at a seasonable hour. 

6. The health is sometimes ex- 
posed by attending conferences 
in close and crowded rooms. 
This may be at times a serious 
evil; but asit is sufficiently ob- 
vious, there is little occasion to 
dwell upon it. Clergymen have u- 
sualiy been the greatest sufferers 
frum this cause; as they have at- 
tended a greater number of these 
meetings than private Christians 
generally, and have taken a larg- 
er share in the exercises. 
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I shall close this communica- 
tion with a few remarks on the 
best manner of conducting re- 
lig at conferences. 

They should be sanctioned 
by ih presence and countenance 
of zealous, digerect, and pious 
clergymen. I donot intend that 
a clergyman should always be 
present; for that would be im- 
practicable in extensive parishes; 
nor would his other duties per- 
mit his attendance at all times. 
But the clergyman should be 
occasionally present, and shouid 
always advise and direct, as to 
the best manner of proceeding. 

I need 1.ot say, that the clergy 
should be treated with that mark- 
ed deference and respect, which 
their station and character de- 
mand; for I have heard no com- 
plaint that this deference is ever 
withheld. 

2. There should bea consid- 
erable varie.y as tothe number 
of persons who attend the meet- 
ings. Some of the mectings 
should be of a more general na- 
ture, intended to embrace ail 
who wish to attend from a whole 
parish; others should be desiga- 
ed to accommodate small neigh- 
borhoods. At those of the for- 
mer description, it seems desir- 
able that the clergyman should 
be present, and lead in the prin- 
cipal exercises, if possible. Of 
the latter, halfa dozen may some- 
times be profitably held within 
the limits of a single parish, on 
the sameevening. These small 
meetings of neighbors, where 
so few attend that a small room 
will accommodate them, at all 


_ seasons of the year, are exceed- 


ingly useful, and are free from 
most of the objections which are 
usually alleged against confer- 
ences. They allow greater free« 


dom of conversation and inquiry, 
and greater opportunity to dis- 
close the views of each, than can 
be enjoyed at large meetings. 

3. The exercises should be 
short. I do not refer here to 
the duration of the whole meet- 
ing, but to that of each part, as 
prayer, reading, singing, conver- 
sing, &c. Itis better that the 
number of the exercises should 
be increased, than that any one 
cxercise should be tedious. In 
order that the prayers should 
be short, those who lead in them 
would do well to aim at appro- 
priateness in the subjects, rather 
than at fulness, Though an at- 
tempt to fix every part of the 
meeting by strict rule would in- 
troduce constraint, and therefore 
be irksome; yet the object here 
aimed to be described should be 
kept constantly in view. 

4. The exercises should be 
various as well as short; that is, 
they should be different at differ- 
ent times. The word of God 
furnishes an inexhaustible vari- 
ety of topics, and is capable of 
being rendered ever new and 
ever interesting. Short. ser- 

rons and parts of sermons are 

sometimes useful to be read on 
these occasions, as are accounts 
of revivals of religion, intelli- 
gence from missionaries, well 
written pieces in religious mag- 
azines, remarkable conversions, 
and remarkable Providences. 
In these days of extraordinary 
exertion to diffuse a knowledge 
of Christianity through the world, 
perhaps nothing has a more 
powertul tendency to awaken 
concern fora man’s own soul, 
than to engage his feelings in 
the attempt to promote the sal- 
vation of others. 

5. Though the conversatiog 
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at these meetings should be 
strictly, and in a high degree, 
experimental, yet no encourage- 
ment should be held out to make 
it fersonul. Some good peeple 
are inclined to bring forward 
their own religious experiences. 
This shouid penerally be dis- 
couraged in promiscuous meet- 
ings. Christians will find more 
profit by disclosing the dealings 
of God with their souls to an in- 
timate friend, perhaps to their 
clergyman, than to a_ considera- 
ble number of persons. And, 
excepting examinations for ad- 
mission into the church, it ap- 
pears to me advisable, that our 
personal experiences should be 
confined to a very narrow circle. 
Though not personal, the con- 
versation should be of a very 
frractical nature. Probably there 
has been more error in this par- 
ticular, than in any other. The 
duties of beneficence, prayer, 
watchfulness, brotherly admoni- 
tion, meekness, patience, and 
many other Christian virtues, 
should be so abundantly insisted 
upon, that the covetous, proud, 
end fretful, may not deceive 
themselves, as to the grand 
traits of tbe Christian character. 
Christianity should be represent- 
ed as requiring habitual seit-de- 
nial, and us not to be satished 
with mere professions. ‘Those 
who are numbered among the 
disciples ot Christ should fcel 
the necessity of exhibiting a 
high standard of practical vir- 
tue. 

6. In the small conferences, 
every man should be encour- 
aged to propose his inquiries, 
and express his opinions. But 
in no meetings expressly for re- 
ligious purposes, and embracing 
mere than the members of one 
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family, should females be invited 
to speak at all. The decision of 
St. Paul is definitive on that 
point; and as the matter is set- 
tled by inspiration, there is no 
need of seeking for reasons to 
support the decision, though they 
might easily be found. It is 
highly proper, however, that fe- 
males should have meetings of 
their own for prayer and relig- 
lous conversation. 

7. In regard to the large con- 
ferences, large, airy, and com- 
medious rooms should be pro- 
cured, wherever it is practicable 
to procure them. When not 
otherwise to be obtained, they 
should be built. In many 
places, this want has been suita- 
bly provided for; and I hope the 
time is coming, when a good 
room for conferences will be 
considered as a necessary pos- 
session in everv parish. 

The objections, which have 
been made to conferences by 
men of the world, have been 
usually extremely frivolous, and 
of such anature as to be evident- 
ly merely ostensible. We ought 
not to be very solicitous to obvi- 
ate or repel objections of this 
kind, as, after ail our attempts, 
it wiil be found impossibie to si- 
lence them. Untess I am mis- 
taken, too much attention has 
been given by religious persons 
to the clamors of the world a- 
gainst revivals of religion: par- 
ticularly by being very caretul 
to state, that no enthusiasm nor 
irregularities took place, in the 
revival under consideration. 
Whatever may have been the 
fact, in the great revival seventy 
years ago, the character of re- 
vivals ot late-has been such, as 
renders it unnecessary to assert 
in every case, that there has 
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been no irregularity. Let us 
not give too much importance 
to charges, which are in general 
unsupported, and have been 
abundantly disproved. Chris- 
tians have always been grievous- 
ly injured by unfounded charges: 
and yet if they take great notice 
of these charges, and anxiously 
repel them, it is said that this 
anxiety is a new proof that all is 
not right. The safest course is 
to give no just occasion for cen- 
sure, and in general to suffer 
unsupported charges to refute 
themselves. A. B. 


For the Panoplist. 


A NOVEL HABIT IN PUBLIC 
PRAYER. 


I aavE observed of late years, 
that some ministers have got in- 
toa habit to me extremely un- 
pleasant and altogether objec- 
tionable. I refer to the habit 
of opening the eyes very wide, 
while leading an assembly in the 
solemn act of prayer. 

My objections to this practice 
are, that it is unnatural and unbe- 
coming. That it is unnatural I 
think will be acknowledged by 
most men; for I think hardly any 
man prays in that manner in his 
closet. It is unbecoming, be- 
cause it gives a distorted view of 
ile minister’s countenance. As 
his eyes are strained open and 
highly elevated, his countenance 
appears very disagreeably, to say 
the Jeast, to all that part of the 


assembly, who are on the lower 


oor of the honse. 


It will be said, no doubt, that 
to look upward is highly proper, 
as the Supreme Being is repre- 
sented as dwelling in the visible 
heavens; and this fact has proba- 
bly given rise to the practice. 
But surely our people do not 
need to be taught, by the visible 
exhibition referred to, that God 
is highly elevated above his crea- 
tures, and that heaven is the 
place of his peculiar and glori- 
ous presence. Is it not much 
more proper to shut the eyes, as 
seeing Him who is invisible, than 
to appear as if beholding, with 
the bodily eye, Him, who is seen 
with the eye of faith only? 

That itis proper and natural 
to raise the eyes to heaven, on 
certain occasions, will not be 
doubted; but to hold the eyes fix- 
ed for half an hour, in a very 
constrained position, and to seem 
as if beholding a visible represen- 
tation of the Deity, when no such 
representation is beheld, and 
wnen God dwells in the heart ot 
the humble and the contrite, are 
actions which appear to have 
grown into a habit without re- 
flection, or to have originated in 
a mistaken notion, that a sort of 
theatrical effect would be pro- 
duced by an apparent beholding 
of the Divine Majesty. By ¢the- 
atrical effect 1 mean simply an cf- 
fect produced by a vistdle exhi- 
bition. 

As a loverof propriety, I wish 
it might be attentively consider- 
ed, whether any thing is gained 
by the habit in question, and 
whether it is not liable to the ob- 
jections above stated. ANWTIPAS. | 
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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


LECTURES ON THE EVIDENCES 
OF DIVINE REVELATION. 


No. XVII. 


The next subject in the sacred 
history, which claims our atten- 
tion, is the Confusion of languag- 
es,and the consequent disfhersion 
ofthe builders of Babel. Con- 
cerning this subject we are in- 
formed, 

l. That Nimrod, the son of 
Cush, was a mighty hunter be- 
fore the Lord, and became a 
mighty one in the earth. 

2. That the beginning of his 
kingdom was Baéel, and Erech, 
and Accad, and Shinar. 

3. That at this time the earth 
was of one language, and of one 
speech. 

4. That the body of men, who 
were connected with Nimrod at 
the establishment of his king- 
dom at Babel, &c. came from the 
East to Shinar, and made that 
region a place of permanent res- 
idence. See Gen. xi, 8, 9, 10, 
and xi, 1, 2. 

The land of Shinar was that 
extensive alluvial region, 
spreading from the Zigris to 
the Euphrates,;and some dis- 
tance westward of the latter, 
and probably eastward of the 
former. On such grounds man- 
kind have loved to plant them- 
selves, from the beginning to 
the present time. 

Concerning the fact, that men 
came to this country from the 
East, see Shuckford and Bryant; 
particularly the latter. 

5. After this body of people, 
known very extensively by the 


name of Cushites, and consisting 
principally of the children of 
Ham, had been settled for some 
time in this fertile region; they 
invaded the country higher up 
the Tigris, which had been set- 
tled by the children of Shem; par~ 
ticularly by 4shur and his cuon- 
federates. These appear to 
have been a peaceable quiet 
people. The foliowers of Vim- 
rod were bold, enterprising, 
and warlike. The invasion, as 
it waS unprovoked, was unex- 
pected. The imvaders, there- 
fore, made an easy conquest; and 
in a single eruption reduced 
their brethren, the descendants 
of Shem, under their dominion. 
Concerning this war, and that 
which next followed it,the Scrip- 
tures are silent: but the memo- 
ry of both is sufficiently preserv- 
ed by profane writers. 

6. Not far from this time the 
Cushites undertook to build a 
city; and in it atower, of great 
height, and distinction. In these 
erections they had two objects 
inview. One was toacquire re- 
nown; and the other, to prevent 
themselves from being dispers- 
ed; or to preserve their union as 
a body politic. And they said, 
“Go to,let us build usa city,and a 
tower, whose tofi may reach unto 
heaven, and let us make us @ 
name, lest we be scattered abroad 
upfron the face of tie whole carth.’” 
Gen. xi, 4. 

It is not improbable, that they 
hadathirdobjectin view,in build- 
ing the tower: and that was, to 
make it a temple for idolatrous 
worship. ‘The whole idolatrous 
system has been in substance 
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one; and appears, I think evi- 
dently, to have been the inven- 
tion of this body of people. 

7. While they were employed 
in these works, God confounded 
their language, so that they 
could not understand one anoth- 
er’s speech. In consequence 
of this fact, the name of the city 
was called Bade/, and afterwards 
Babylon; both signifying confu- 
&107l. 

8. While they were in the 
disorder, and diffieulty, occa- 
sioned by this event, the Ashur- 
ites, (if I may be permitted to 
call them by this name,) shook 
off their yoke; and, after ridding 
themselves of their immediate 
masters, attacked the Cushites 
in the country of Shinar; 
and, defeating them cntirely, 
scattered them in different di- 
rections. A part of them fled 
eastward; and settled them- 
selves, some in J/ersia, and 
somein Hindoostan. Another 
part fled to the west; and plant- 
ed themselves in Canaan, and 
afterwardsin 4rabia and Egypt, 
on both sides of the Red Sea. 

9. The children of Shem fol- 
lowed them into Canaan, under 
Chedorlaomer; and _ attacked 
different bodies of them, in dif- 
ferent places. The Rephaim 
they routed, and defeated, in 
Ashtarothkarnaim; a city of Ba- 
shan, afterwards the residence 
of itsking. ‘The Zuzims they 
vanquished in Ham; and the £- 
mins, in the plain of Kiriathaim; 
one of the cities, belonging to 
Sihon. Encouraged by their 
success against these people, 
their ancient enemies, they un- 
derto6ok several enterprises a- 
gainst the original inhabitants of 
‘he country; most, if not ail, of 
vhom were descendants of Ham. 


They first attacked the Horites 
in Mount Seir. Then marchin 
round the end of the Dead Sea, 
they fell upon the Amalekites; 
and in both enterprises met 
with complete success. On 
their return they fell upon the 
cities of Sudom, Gomorrah, Ad- 
mah, and Zeboiim, on the east of 
the Dead Sea; and, after having 
completely routed the inhabit- 
ants, plundered them of every 
thing which was valuable. A. 
mong the captives was Lot, As 
soon as /4éraham heard it; he 
armed his own servants; and, en- 
raging his three friends, Aner, 
Eshcol, and Mamre, in the en- 
terprise, pursued the victorious 
army; fell upon it in the night, 
and completely routed it. This, 
however, he did not think suffi- 
cient; but followed thein quite to 
Hobah, on the northwest of Da- 
mascus; recovering both the 
captives and the goods, and dis- 
persing the invaders. This dis- 
aster seems finally to have dis- 
couraged the children of Shem 
from invading the west: for we 
hear no more of them until 1142 
years afterwards; when Pui, the 
Assyrian monarch, invaded the 
kingdom of Israel On these 
parts of the scriptural history, 
I make the following observa- 
tions. 

Lord Aaimes, in his attempts 
to persuade us, that mankind 
are descended from different 
pairs, observes, that the only 
event, which can reconcile Sa- 
cred and Profane History, is the 
Confusion of Languages. 

On this I remark, 

First; That this is the only 
event, which can reconcile Pro- 
fane History with itself. 

Secondly; It is sufficient, that 
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this event does reconcile Sacred 
and Profane History. 

There have been many de- 
bates concerning the manner, 
and the degree, in which the one 
language of mankiad was con- 
founded at this time; and,some of 
them, certainly merely fanciful. 
As we are informed only of the 
general fact, that the language 
of man was confounded; nothing 
further can be determined with 
certainty. To do any thing like 
justice to this subject, in a phi- 
fosophical view, oreven to my 
own thoughts concerning it, 
would demand an extensive dis- 
cussion; a thing neither proper, 
nor possible, on the present oc- 
casion. Yet I will make a few 
remarks concerning it. 

This confusion extended, 

» far as appears, only to the 
wile «i who were employed in 
building the city, and tower, of 
Babel; or, at the utmost, to the 
whole company of A\Vimrod. 
There is not a reason to believe, 
chat it reached any farther. 

. There is no reason to con- 
clude, that it extended any far- 
ther in the degree of confusion, 
than was necessary to accom- 
plish the end. These people 
had already become formidable 
o their peaceable neighbors; 
had invaded, and subjugated, 
them; and were now vigorously 
cngayed in pursuing the objects 
ofa guilty ambition. At the same 

ime they were resolved, in op- 
position to the will of God, re- 
guirieg them to spread over the 
earth, and people its desolate re- 
sions, to continue united in one 
ereat and powerful body, to 
veratify their love of conquest, 
and their desire of military re- 
nown. To accomplish this 
purpose, they certainly chose 

Vou. IX. 


the most promising: means: 
Great and splendid cities have 
ever been strong bonds of union 
to the people, connected with 
them; and, in early ages, assem- 
bled almost all the power, pos- 
sessed by the princes, who ruled 
them. To dissolve their union, 
and to prevent the purposes, for 
which they wished to preserve 
it, God confounded their lan- 
guage: that is, he confounded it 
so far, as was necessary for this 
design. I think we are not war- 
ranted to suppose, that the cor- 
fusion extended any farther. 

3. It was sufficient forthis pur- 
pose, that the language of these 
people should be rendered unin- 
telligible to each other. This 
might be easily accomplish- 
ed, either by rendering their 
pronunciation of a number of 
words, comparatively moderate, 
materially different; or by com- 
municating a moderate number 
of new words, and exterminating 
from the mind the old ones, for 
which these were substituted. 
A single word may in any sen- 
tence be pitched upon as being 
indispensable to its meaning. If, 
therefore, we suppose the lan- 
guage sufficiently altered in 
either of these modes to prevent 
the knowledge of one word in a 
sentence; their conversation 
would become unintelligible. 
This, or litthe more than this, 
may have been all which was 
done. 

The communication of lan- 
guage, at first, was a miracle. 
Equally miraculous, was the 
communication, at this time. 
Yet I think we are not warrant- 
el to suppose, that the miracle, 
in either case, was extended any 
farther than the exigence ef the 
case demanded. 
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4. The number of languages, 
if they may be called such, which 
were formed at this time, was 
probably less, than some writers 
have supposed. It has been 
thought, and said, but, as I ap- 
prehend, without any foundation, 
that seventy-two languages were 
communicated at this time. It 
is not improbable, that there may 
not have been so many, as two 
languages, radically distinct, at 
this time. Ifthe scheme, which 
I have proposed, should be ad- 
mitted as probable; the result 
would rather be one language, 
confounded, and perplexed, by 
the substitution of a certain 
number of new words for the 
same number of old ones; or, 
what is the same thing, a new for 
an old pronunciation of a certain 
number of words; rather than 
the establishment of one or 
more languages, radically new. 
I ought, however, to observe, 
that, as we are not informed con- 
cerning the exact state of the 
fact, nothing can be certainly 
concluded concerning it. | 
ought also to observe, that there 
are some circumstances in the 
history of mankind, not destliute 
of weight, which might conduct 
us to conclusions somewhat dif- 
ferent. 

If ] am asked, Whence are de- 
rivedthe very numerous,and very 
diverse, languages of mankind? 
I answer, that we are not pre- 
pared to form very correct opin- 
jons concerning this subject, 
from our ignorance of the Jan- 
guages themselves. Until these 
languages are better known, it 
will be impossible to form just 
opinions concerning them, and, 
therefore, concerning this sub- 
ject at large. 

I suspect, however, the lan- 


guages of men, which are radi- 
cally distinct, are fewer, by far, 
than has been generally sup- 
posed. A few years since, it 
was thought, that many Abori- 
ginal languages were spoken 
even within the limits of Vew 
England. It is now well under- 
stood, that, exclusively of that of 
the Jrozuois, a single language, 
having, however, different dia- 
lects, was spoken from the Po- 
towmac to the St. Lawrence, and 
from the Missisippfi to the Ate 
lantic. The same language, 
also, is spoken by some tribes, 
north of the St. Lawrence; and 
by sone, west of the Missisippi, 
as far as to within 400 miles of 
the Pacific. Most probably, it 
will be discovered hereafter on 
the shores of that ocean. Trav- 
ellers, whose reports concernin 
this subject have furnished our 
principal information, are :cer- 
tainly very incompetent witnes- 
ses of the facts. The effects of 
time, and its changes, are such 
upon Janguage, as to account in 
a great measure forall its known 
diversities; although we should 
admit that the changes, produc- 
ed at the building of Babei, were 
comparatively few. But this is 
a subject, on which I cannot 
now enter. On another occa- 
sion I may, perhaps, examine it 
to some extent. 

Should the different languages 
of mankind become hereafter 
more pertectly known; and a 
general vocabulary be formed; a 
much more satisfactory account 
of this subject could be given, 
than the world has hitherto seen. 
Until something like this shall 
be done, it will be impossible to 
discuss many parts of the sub- 
ject with precision, or success. 
That the result, in sucha case. 
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will contribute to the support of 
divine revelation, I cannot doubt. 
The progress of all physical in- 
quiries has regularly been favor- 
able tothe truth, and celestial 
origin, of the word of God. At 
first indeed, and in the infancy 
of our knowledge concerning 
the subjects of them, particular 
facts have seemed to lean the 
contrary way: but, as the investi- 
gation has proceeded, they have 
universally assumed an aspect, 
favorable to Revelation. The 
same has been the result with 
respect to historical researches. 
Tn the ancient accounts of keyft, 
Chaldea, Hindoostan, and China, 
infidels have found facts, and 
claims, which seemed hostile to 
the sacred history. But the 
whole appearance has been re- 
versed by succeeding inquiries. 
Such, I have nota doubt, will be 
the result of the inquiries in 
question, should they ever be 
made. 

I will now proceed to cite 
several testimonies from anti- 
quity concerning the subjects, 
which have been discussed. 

1. The foilowing things are 
asserted by Bochart, as the de- 
clarations of many interpreters, 

That Vimrod is called a giant 
in the Scriptures: 

That he was a warrior agains, 
and not defore, the Lord; and for 
this he gives the opinion of 
Rabbi Solomon: 

‘That the builders are said to 
have been scattered through the 
four winds of heaven; or that, in 
other words, they were scatter- 
ed by the winds of heaven: 

That the word, translated scat- 
tered, is used to denote crushed, 
or dashed in pieces; and, by 
Isaiah, to denote the effects of 
thunder and lightning: and 


That the Grecian fable of the 
Giants, who piled mountain up- 
on mountain in order to climb up 
to heaven, while they were war- 
ring against Jupiter, and were 
destroyed by his thunder, isa 
mere transcript of the story of 
Nimrod. 

Abydenus says, “The first men 
crected a tower, where Badylon 
now is.” sufielemus mentions 
the same thing: and both testify 
to the confusion of tongues, and 
the subsequent dispersion of the 
builders. 

2. Eupfolemus says, “The city, 
Babel, was first founded, and 
afterwards the celebrated tower; 
both which were built by some 
of those, who escaped the De- 
luge. These were giants. ‘he 
tower was ruined by the hand of 
the Almighty: and these giants 
were scattered over the face of 
the whole earth.” 

8. Bryant asserts, that the 
Poets declare, 

That there was a time, when 
mankind lived. in simplicity, and 
virtue; : 

That then they had no laws 
but were ina state of nature; 

That penalties were then un- 
known; 

That they were wonderfully 
blessed with health, strength, 
and longevity; 

That they at last fell off from 
their simplicity, and were dis- 
tinguished by their pride, jeal- 
ousy, aud Just of domineering; 

That war followed the indul- 
gence of these passions; 

That Vebrod began these in- 
novations; 

That he was gigantic, daring, 
and acontemner of every thing 
divine; and 

That he was attended by asso- 
ciates, of a similar character. 
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4. Abydenus says; 

That the first men of the earth 
were remarkable for their 
strength, and stature; 

That they despised the gods; 

That they built a tower, which 
is now Babycon, in order that it 
might approach near heaven; 

That the gods ruined it by 
storms, and whirlwinds; frus- 
trated the purpose, for which it 
was designed; and overthrew it 
upon the heads of the builders; 

That, before this, there was 
but one language among men; 

That now they had a manifold 
voice, or utterance; 

That from this confusion of 
tongues, or dialects, the place 
was called Babdylon, “for such 
confusion,” he says, “is in the 
Hebrew language called Babel;” 
and 

That soon after there was war 
between Chronos and 7Zitan. 

5. Efifihanius says, 

That Badylon was the first 
city built after the flood; and 
that from the very foundation of 
this city commenced a scene of 
conspiracy, sedition, and tyran- 
ny, which was carried on by -Ve- 
broth, the king, the son of Chus 
the £thiop. 

6. Zhe Pascal Chronicle says, 
that -Vimrod was called by the 
Gentile writers Orion. Itself 
styles him “.WVedrod the giant, 
the hunter, the sor: of Chush the 
Ethiop, who taught the Assyri- 
ans, (that is, the Babylonians) to 
worship fire.” 

7. Syncellus says, “Nimrod 
would still obstinately stay, to- 
gether with numbers of his fol- 
lowers; and was crushed in the 


falling of the tower, which was 
overthrown by furious winds. 

8. Histiaeus, the Aiilesian, re- 
ferring to this history, says, 
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That the priests, who survived 
the destruction of Badel, saved 
the implements of their idolatry, 
and brought them to the city 
Sennaar, or Shinar, in Babylonia; 
but they were again driven 
thence by a second dispersion. 

The Seventy translate the pas- 
sage, “They smote the /tefha- 
ime in Ashtarvth-karnaim,” “they 
smote the giants in Ashiaroth:’’ 
and they also render “the valley 
of Refthaim,” 2 Sam. v, 18, “the 
valley of the Tisans,” 

Procopfius says, “Those, who 
were by the Hebrews called 
Refihaim, were by others called 
giants, or Titans.” 

The Zuzims, or Zamzummims, 
and the Emims, are by Moses de- 
clared to be of a gigantic stature, 
and character. 

9. Theophilus. mentioning this 
attack of the families of Shem on 
the descendants of Ham, says, 
“It was the first war upon earth;” 
and calls it “the war of the 
giants.” 

10. Cedrenus says, that in the 
days of ddbraham, the sons of 
Calus, or heaven, flourished: 
and, having spoken of the patri- 
arch’s retiring to Egyft on ac- 
countof a famine, adds, that about 
this time was the war between 
Jupiter, and the Titans. 

He also says, that there were 
records in £gyftt, which also 
confirmed the account, given by 
Moses of these events, and these 
people of extraordinary stature; 
and adds, That they were the 
people whom the Grecians called 
giants. 

11. The Sydiléine Verses say, 

“When the tower rose 
heaven upon the plain of dssyria, 
and all men were of one Jan- 
guaye; the whirlwinds beat up- 
on the tower, and shook it to its 
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lowest base. And now all inter- 
course Ceased aniong mankind. 
They strove to converse, but 
their lip failed them; and, in 
lieu of words, gave only a con- 
fused babble. Hence the place 
was called Badel; and was so 
named by the .Apostates, who 
built here. Then they were 
scattered into uncertain, and un- 
known, regions; and filled the 
world with nations, and empires. 
In the tenth age after the flood, 
Titan, Chronus, and Japetus, 
were the first, and most honor- 
ed, among men; and with the 
highest titles, both earthly and 
heavenly. Each ruled his own 
third part of the world, which 
had been divided into the three 
parts by lot; and in peace lived 
quietly with each other: for their 
father had obliged them by an 
oath to live in this manner. 
When the just man, (that is, 
their father) left the world, full 
of years, his three sons broke 
their bonds, and rose in arms 
against each other: and Chronus 
and Zitan contended for the do- 
minion of the earth. This was 
the first war: and from that time 
the gods wrought evil for the 
race of 7itans.” 

12. Hesiod says, that this war 
was of long duration, and that in 
the second engagement the Zi- 
tans were discomfited, and ru- 
ined. 

13. Moses Choronensis, who 
wrote the history of Armenia, 
says, that, when Ainus reigned 
in Assyria, there was war against 
the Zitans in Bubylonia; and that 
the king of 4ram had the con- 
duct of that war. 

i4. Hufiolemus savs,. that the 
people who carried off Lot, were 
the people of 4ram; (that is, of 
Mesofretamia;) that they had been 


making war upon the people of 
Canaan; and that upon the news 
of Lot’s captivity 4braham with 
his armed household defeated 
the enemy and recovered his 
brother. 

15. Eusebius says, “The first 
king of Chaldea was Evyyooc; 
who by the western writers is 
called Meurod, or Nemrod.”’ 

16. Aufolemus says, that Badb- 
ylon was the first city built in 
the world; that it was founded 
by some of those persons who 
escaped from the deluge; that 
they likewise erected the cele- 
brated tower; and that the ¢i- 
ants, after the tower was thrown 
down, were scattered over the 
face of the earth. 

17. Hyginus says, that until 
the days of Phoroneus, (hereto- 
fore mentioned in these Lec- 
tures as being the same with 
Noah,) who was the first king 
upon carth, the people had but 
one language; and lived many 
years without cities, or laws, un- 
der the direction of Jupiter; but 
that, after Hermes diversified 
the language of men, he divided 
them into nations: upon which 
discord began among mankind. 

The people of Mexico say, 
that, after the confusion of lan- 
guages, their ancestors came to 
America, 

Concerning these testimonics 


permit me to observe, that, if 


examined by the principles, 
which have been heretolore laid 
down in these discussions, they 
will be seen to be absolutely con- 
clusive with regard to this part 
of the scriptural history. itis 
impossible that they should have 
been invented: and if they had 
not been true, it is imposssibie, 
that they should have thus a- 
greed. 
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THE RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE OF 
MRS. E. H. EXTRACTED FROM 
HER DIARY. 


( Continued from fr. 69.) 


“Sept. 8, 1795. I have several 
times this day been assisted in 
secret prayer, and been very 
earnest with God for his pres- 
ence, but more especially for 
grace to keep his command- 
ments; which I was put upon by 
a consideration of God’s great 
goodness to me, especially of 
late. I was earnest that I might 
have ight to know my duty, and 
strength to do it; and that what- 
soever I did, I might do it to 
the Lord, and be accepted of 
him. 

“10. Lhope I have had con- 
siderable of God’s presence all 
the day long. It has been easy 
to me to think of spiriiua! things. 
My soul has a great part of the 
day been going out in thankful- 
ness to God. My father, speak- 
ing of the dew, brought to mind 
the promise, Hos. xiv, 5, Z will 
be as the dew unto Israel; and 
meditating on it, I was moved to 
plead that promise with God, 
and found myseif so engaged in 
the duty, that I could not leave 
off. 

“14. I have been reading Mr. 
Watts upon 4 Soul drawing 
near to God; and though [ can- 
not go along with all his signs 
and all his effects, yet I have ex- 
perienced a sense of God's glory; 
I have seen him a Being of un- 
speakable excellency and per- 
fection; I have seen him an all- 
sufficient God, and that with him 
is allfulness. I have seen him 
also in his goodness, as good in 
in himself and good to his crea- 
tures, and likewise good in his 


supremacy and dominion. I have 
seen also something of his wis- 
dom and purity, and have had 
some sweet taste of his love, and 
felt my soul going out in love to 
him again; but more especially 
has my soul been refreshed by 
his presence and a sense of his 
excellency. I have also founda 
fixedness of heart in duty, an 
earnestness in prayer. and many 
a time such a delight in it that [ 
could not leave off. I have 
found earnest desires after holi- 
ness, and after further discover- 
ies of God’s glory. [I have found 
myself careless towards the 
world; not the most tempting de- 
lights, nor the most important 
concerns of it, have affected me. 
I have found a sweet freedom 
in prayer, and have, with a sort 
of familiarity and boidness, con- 
versed with God. I have been 
much enlarged in prayer, and 
pleaded with God and fiiled my 
mouth with arguments. I have 
found inexpressivle pleasure in 
God’s ways; and his word has 
been better to me than my ne- 
cessary food. I have also found 
a greater distance from sin, and 
the keeping ot God’s command- 
ments comparatively easy. My 
hope, Jove and thankfulness 
have been quickened, and my 
faith and joy assisted, even 
sometimes to triumph. My 
trust in God and dependence on 
him have been much increased. 
But that which I have had most 
experience of, f want words to 
express. It is not transports of 
joy; yet contentment and satis- 
faction do not reach it; neither 
does happiness so Cistinctly ex- 
press it, that I shall in future 
know what particular feeling 

meant by it. Sweetness and 
pleasure are too mean to de- 
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scribe it. I have felt my soul 
filled with it more especially 
when I have had God’s presence 
in a high degree, so that it has 
seemed as real to me for a short 
time as the presence of a friend. 

“23. The reading of the 119th 
psalm was apalieeliie to me, 
particularly these words: Iam 
thine; save me. It fixed my meid- 
itution on God’s electing and re- 
deeming love, and on the rela- 
tion I stand into him; also my 

rust in him continued. 

“24. Sitting down to dinner 
and endeavoring to meditate on 
God’s goodness, I hada precious 
discovery of it. I find that. when 
I see any thing of God, my 
heart stands ready to forsake 
every thing else and follow him. 

“25. 1 was much assisted in 
secret prayer in the morning. 
Saw something of God’s glory, 
and was heiped to trust in him 
and exercise faith in his prom- 
ises. I have lately arrived to a 
happy degree of trusting in God, 
and committing all my concerns 
into his hands, and find it a good 
way. He has been near to me 
to help and prosper me. 

“27. I was made sensibie of 
God’s greatness and excellency, 
and of the giory and felicity of 
the man Christ Jesus, by read- 
ing Mr. Watts’s second sermon 
on Psalm Ixv, 4, Blessed is the 
man whom thou choosest and caus- 
est toapifirvach unto thee. 

“28. The good effects of read- 
ing Mr. Watts’s sermon are 
suil upon me. A _ sweet relish 
and savor of it rest upon my 
mind. Ihave seen this morn- 
ing in prayer how high God is 
above us, and that he will have 
no regard to us, only in and by 

Shrist. I have seen Christ 
standing ready to offer my peti- 


tions, my prayers, and praises, 
to the Father: and that they 
would be accepted in and 
through him. Now blessed be 
God, that we have so glorious 
a way to come to him, that we 
have such an advocate with the 
Father, even his own Son. May 
I see more of his glory, and love 
him more sensibly. 

“29. TI am somewhat melan- 
choly this evening. As I intend 
a journey to Boston to-morrow, 
it has been an affecting thought 
to me, that I must leave my be- 
loved places of retirement, and 
my beloved diary that I have 
found so profitable. But God is 
not confined to places or means. 
If he will grant me his presence 
every place will be pleasant. 
Wilt thou please, glorious Gud, 
to go along with me, and com- 
mune with my heart, and influ- 
ence me by thy Holy Spirit 

“Dec. 1. I am now returned 
from Boston, and once more 
brought to my father’s house. I 
have had much experience of 
God’s goodness in my absence, 
both in my journeying and the 
place of my residence. I was 
enabled more distinctly than is 
common to put my request for 
God’s gracious presence into 
the hands of Christ, that he might 
offer it up for me to the Father; 
and I found it not a vain thing 
for I have been answered in that 
Which I desired. 

“Ap 12,1726. A dayof pub- 
lic fasting and prayer in this 
government. 1 hope I have 
been a gainer bythe day. I was 
assisted in my preparations, and 
made to see that I had sinned 
against all the divine attributes, 
and was thereby rendered ex- 
ceedingly vile, and unworthy of 
any of the mercies af God, I 
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hope I have been humbled for 
many sins also against man, and 
for the sins of our land. 

“Aug. 26. I have been this 

ay very thoughtful of the con- 
dition of the poor, and have been 
very industriqusly contriving 
how to make their state more 
comfortable; especially an aged 
servant’s that lives with my fath- 
er. Will God be pleased to pros- 
per me in my desires, to main- 
tain this frame of spirit in me, 
and to give me ability to do ac- 
cording to it. 

“30. | have been this day to 
Wethersfield. When there 
amidst friencs and entertain- 
ments, I found my soul going 
out in restless longings after 
divine things. I was filled with 
pleasure and sweet content. The 
wreatness and prosperity, that 
I observed others to be the sub- 
jects of, did not at all affect me. 

“Hartiord, Aug 31. This day 
was a thanksgiving at Windsor, 
east side, upon the account of 
God’s extraordinary presence 
with that people the year past. 
I bad not seasonable notice of it, 
and could not be with them, 
though my heart was much 
there, and I lamented being 
personally absent. But God was 
pleased to be present with me in 
my meditations upon that occa- 
sion, and helped me in prayer to 
be earnest for them, that he 
would accept their thank-offer- 
ing, and reward them by show- 
ering down spiritual and tempo- 
ral blessings upon them; that he 
would make a glorious descent 
into the midst of them, and man- 
ifest himself in an extraordinary 
manner, so that this day may be 
to them anembliem of heaven 
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(the work whereof is praise;) 
that he would make it a day of 
giving gifts and of the pouring 
down of his Spirit upon that peo- 
ple; that he would look upon 
them, who walk in darkness and 
see no light, though they fear the 
Lord, and obey the voice of his 
servants; that he would in the 
beginning of the service break 
into their souls with life and 
light, discover himself to them, 
and fill them with joy and 
gladness, so that they may cast 
their mite into the treasury, yea, 
that they may bring thither a 
more abundant thank-offering, 
that he would be present with 
those that walk in the light of 
his countenance to assist their 
thankfulness, and enlarge their 
hearts abundantly in his praises{ 
that he would show them how 
great their portion is=—how bles- 
sed their privileges, that they 
may serve him with cheerful- 
ness, joyfulness and gladness of 
heart, and make his praise glori- 
ous in the sight of all men; that 
he would have respect to the 
strangers that should join with 
his people, because of the name 
of the Lord our God; that the 
blessing of Jacob may descend 
upon them, yea, that their por- 
tion may be the God of Israel, 
and that he would reward their. 
more abundant Jabor with the ex- 
traovdinary manifestations of his 
love, and discoveries of his glory 
that he would have regard to the 
prayers of his people assembicd 
upon this occasion; and that he 
would hear and answer their pe- 
titions as well as accept their 
confessions and thanksgivings.” 
(Te be continued. } 
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PLAIN SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
No. VIII. 
MattTuew VII. 
Various Readings. 


Ver. |. Forit shall be measured 
to you again, read it shall be 
measured lo you. 

V. 14 Forl.s. Because strait 
is the gate, read How strait is the 
gate. 

These are the only alterations 
_ proposed by Griesbach in the 
text of this chapter. The first 
alters not the meaning of the 
passage at all, as the word again 
is Clearly implied. In regard to 
the second, if the straitness of the 
gate is not expressly alleged as 
a reason for entering in, yet the 
introduction of the strait gate 
with the adverb foc, which in- 
dicates surprise or wonder, fur- 
nishes one of the most powerful 
reasons that can be imagined. 
The English translators placed 
how in the margin, indicating 
that they were doubtful which 
was the true reading. The va- 
riation in the original consists of 
the omission of a singie letter. 

No improvements in our ver- 
sion, of sufficient importance to 
be distinctly stated here, have 
occurred to me. Yet the student 
will do well to peruse Camp- 
bell’s translation and notes. His 
version of the 13th and i4th ver- 
ses is animated and faithful to 
the sense: Anter through the 
strait yate; for wide is the gate 
of perdition, broad is the way 
leading thither; and many are 
they who enter byit. But how 
strait is the gate of life; how 
narrow the way leading thither; 
and how few are they who find it. 

Vou. IX. 


Doctrines. 

In this closing part of our Sa- 
vior’s sermon on the mount, we 
are taught, that we are not to 
judge our fellow-creatures, for 
we shall, in that case, be judged 
in the same manner in which we 
judge others; v. 1,2; that it is 
our first duty to cure our own 
faults, and then we shall be in a 
proper condition to reprove the 
faults of others; v. S3—5; that we 
are not rashly to expose the pre- 
cious things of religion to wick- 
ed and profligate men, lest we 
thus bring contempt upon the 
holy cause, and injury upon our- 
selves; v. 6; that every person, 
who truly seeks for blessings at 
the hai.ds of God, will infallibly 
receive them; v. 7, 8; that since 
even men, notwithstanding their 
wickedness, give good gifts at 
the requests of their children, 
much more will God, our heav- 
enly Father, bestow his benefits 
upon them that ask him; v. 
9—il; that the great rule of du- 
ty towards men, is to do to others 
as we would have them do to us; 
v. 12; that this rule is the sub- 
stance of the law and the proph- 
ets, so far as man’s conduct toe 
wards his fellow men is con- 
cerned; that our Savior com- 
manded sinners to become sub- 
jects of true religion, and thus 
enter into a state of happiness 
and glory; v. 13, 14; that he sup- 
ported this command by urging 
the consideration that compara- 
tively many go down to perdi- 
tion, and comparatively few walk 
in the path of life; that he 
warned his hearers against false 
teachers, who would offer them- 
selves in a fair disguise, while 
they inwardly possessed a most 


odious character; v. 15; that such. 
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teachers are to be judged of by 
their conduct; v. 16; that a holy 
life can no more spring from bad 
principles, than grapes from 
thorns or figs from thistles; v. 
16—18; that men, who never 

rove the existence of religion 
in their hearts by a suitable life, 
will be ultimately destroyed 
without the possibility of escape 
or exception; v. 19; that profes- 
sions will not secure an entrance 
into heaven, but the, performance 
of the will of God is indispensa- 
bly necessary; v. 21; that, in the 
great day of final account, many 
will plead for admission into 
heaven, will address the Lorvl 
Jesus Christ as the Sovereign 
Arbiter of life and death, and 
will urge that they have taught 
in his name, and cast out devils 
and wrought many miracles by 
the same authority; v. 22; that 
He will then solemnly declare 
to them that he never knew them 
in the character which they 
claim, and will drive them from 
his presence as workers of in- 
iquity; v. 23; that whoever hears 
the preceding instructions, and 
obeys them, will be declared by 
the Savior of the world to re- 
semble a wise builder who founds 
bis house upon an immovable 
basis, so that it will stand a- 
gainst the most violent and Im- 
petuous storms; v. 24, 25; that 
every one who hears these in- 
structions, and disregards them, 
will be in like manner declared 
to resemble a foolish builder, 
who erects his habitation, the 
place which contains all] that is 
dear to him, ona sandy founda- 
tion; so that, in the hour of trial, 
the house is undermined, anc 
falls into a state o} irreparable 
ruin, and crushes all who are 
trusting to its shelter; v. 26, 27; 


that when our Savior had ended, 
the people were astonished at 
his teaching; v. 28; and that this 
astonishment arose from his 
having taught as one having 
=" ity, and notas the Scribes; 

29, 

er one the implicd doctrines, 
I mention the foilowing; that 
men are more apt to see smal! 
faults im others, than much 
larger faults in themselves; v. 
3—5; that the great body of man- 
kind never ask for spiritual bles- 
sings with sincerity; v. 7—10 
compared with 13, 14; that it is 
proper to exhort impenitent sin- 
ners to enter in at the strait gate, 
and to urge their danger of not 
entering as the most likely rea- 
son to affect their minds; v. 13; 
that our Lord, being the Sover- 
eign Disposer of the everlasting 
conditions of men, is the true 
and independent Deity; v. 25; 
and that the hearers of Christ 
were principally struck with 
that exhibition of sovereign au- 
thority which he made in this 
discourse. 


Miscellaneous Remarks. 

Perhaps no direction of our 
Savior 1s more applauded by all 
classes of men, and at the same 
time more universally disobey- 
ed, than the one contained in the 
two first verses of this chi pter. 
It would seem, as if men were 
anxlous to compound for disre- 
es the injunction against 
judging others, by extolling its 
wisdom and excellency; as if 
strong approbation ofa law could 
purchase a license to trangress 
It. Although it is not said, that 
the yudging here forbidden con- 
Sists entirely in giving an opin- 
ion, OY passing sentence, against 
others; yet this seems to be 
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strongly implied. In the opinion 
of Johnson, the word judge is 
here used to express severe cen- 
sure. However this may be, the 
implication seems to be clearly 
as above stated. 

The evil of judging others, 
which is here forbidden, is one 
from which few persons are free; 
aud to avoid which entirely may 
be deemed one of the highest at- 
tainments of a religious man. 
Tiow seidom do we go into com- 
pany without hearing an unneces- 
sary condemnation of some of our 
feliow-men! ‘Ii attentive to our 
ew conduct, how often do we 
catch ourselves transgressing 
the jaw of love in this particu- 
lar? It is amazing to consider 
how large a part of conversation 
is made Up of giving characters, 
and how many of the characters 
thus given are palpable violations 
of our Savior’s injunction. Real 
Christians have need to examine 
themselves on this subject, tor 
on no other, it is believed, do 
they so frequently err. Let con- 
science be awake, and keep a 
vigilant guard against the frst 
intrusion of censorious remarks; 
le. every Christian form for him- 
self, so far as he is able, a defi- 
nite opinion in regard to what is 
forbidden by Christ in this pas- 
sage; let him not enly cherisha 
tender respect for the reputation 
of others, but cautiously abstain 
frem making the characters of 
others a subject of conversation, 
unless necessity requires it. 

{tis to be remembered, how- 
ever, that we have many duties 
tv perform in the world, which 
make it absolutely necessary 
that we should form opinions 
respecting the character of man- 
kind, and of those with whom 
we associate. Thus Christians 


are to associate in churehes, and 
are therefore to be satisfied of 
the Christian character of each 
other; ministers are to be separ- 
ated for the service of the church, 
and are to possess a certain char- 
acter described in the Scriptures; 
rulers are to be chosen, whose 
qualifications are also given in 
the inspired Volume; we are 
abundantly warned against a 
ereat variety of sins, and against 
those who commit them, which 
implies that we should be able 
to distinguish persons of bad 
character from the good. How, 
then, shall it be known whether 
we are violating the command of 
Christ, or not, when we are dis- 
cussing the characters of our ac- 
quaintance? To this question, [ 
apprehend, no definite answer 
can be given. A volume might 
be wel} written on the subject, 
by a competent person, and after 
all the path of duty would not 
always be clear. Nothing but 
fervent and habitual love for our 
neighbor, and a constant regard 
for the authority of God, can with 
certainty enable us to avoid the 
evil of censorious judging. 

It is worthy of remark, that 
while men universally hate to be 
judged, they almost universally 
set about judging each other. Of 
the great mass of mankind noth- 
ing better could be expected; 
but that good men should fail in 
this respect, so much as they 
actually do, ought mot to have 
been expected. How often do 
we see men highly offended that 
others should dare to question 
their motives, or speak disre- 
pectfully of them, while they are 
habitually questioning the mo- 
tives of others without evidence 
of guilt, and their conversation is 
frequently astring ef unfayerable 
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surmises and uncharitable i:fer- 
ences. 

The direction in verse 6th, 
not to cast our pfrearls before 
swine, is usually interpreted to 
forbid exhorting and admonish- 
ing those, who, aswe fear, would 
treat exhortation and admonition 
with contempt. But I see no 
reason for interpreting the pas- 
sage in this restricted sense; 
and, as commonly interpreted, 
it discourages admonition too 
much. Religion is seldom ex- 
posed to contempt by faithful ad- 
monition. Even the profligate, 
when solemnly warned of the 
tendency of their conduct, and 
reminded of their danger, usually 
shrink before reproot. ‘The late 
Rev. John Newton supposes, 
that religious experiences, or 
God’s dealings with converted 
penitent sinners, are the jearls 
here intended. And this suppo- 
sition is more probabie, in my 
opinion, than the interpretation 
above described. Still this is too 
restricted. LEvery exposure of 
the hoiy principles, the subiime 
and precious e€L.joy ments, and the 
heavenly prospects, which reli- 
gion offers to men; every such 
exposure, as would embitter 
wicked men against Christianity 
and its professors, without bene- 
fitting the unhappy gainsayer, is 
here implicitly torbidden. 

The encouragement to ask for 
spsritual biessings, as described 
in the 7th and 8th verses, is in- 
conceivably kind and generous 
on the part of God. A simple 
petition is all that he requires, as 
the condition of bestowing the 
greatest und most enduring ben- 
efits. It is plain, however, that 
the petition, which is to receive 
such transcendent rewards, must 
be sincere. It must be made 


with a reliance on Christ, and a 
belief in the Gospel. 

On what easier terms could 
salvation have been offered to 
men? Will any one say, that 
the goodness of God makes it 
necessary that the Gospel should 
be forced upon sinners without 
their desiring it? Yet, easy as 
the terms of salvation are, how 
few are inclined even to ask for 
it. What multitudes pursue the 
road towards hell without a sin- 
ele aspiration after heaven. 
What multitudes  professedly 
offer petitions to God, who never 
really ask, so as to be entitled to 
the fulfilment of the promisc, 
during their whole lives. What 
intolerable anguish wili be ex- 
perienced by the inhabitants of 
the world of misery, when they 
reficct, that they would have 
finally escaped from perdition, if 
they had only asked tor deiiver- 
ance; and that their own perverse 
wills, in a manner alhogether 
worthy of blame and abhorrence, 
prevented their asking aright, if 
they ever asked at all. 

Ministers of the Gospcl are 
often blan.ed by worldly men for 
representing the number of the 
saved as few, and the number of 
the lost as many. ‘They are 
sometimes blamed for preaching 
the very words of our Savior; 
their accusers either ignorantly 
or inconsiderately charging them 
with uncharitableness and cruel- 
ty, and proving their charge by 
quoting sentences trom sermons, 
which sentences are found in ex- 
actly the same form in the sa- 
cred writings. Nothing can be 
more explicit than the janguage 
of Christ here. Nothing can be 
plainer than many of the charac- 
teristics of both guod and bad 
men in the Scriptures. And 
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whether we speak of the present 
time, or of any preceding age of 
the Church, we are able to find 
but very few who have given sat- 
isfactory evidence that they are 
walking in the narrow way of life; 
while multitudes on every side 
furnish evidence against them- 
selves, that they are inthe broad 
way of perdition. The contrast 
drawn by our Savior is wonder- 
fully striking. Meany go on 
(easily and naturally, asit would 
seem,) in the broad way to de- 
struction, and enter the wide 
gate at the end; while few are 
able even to find the strait gate 
at the end of the marrow way of 
life. He who can explain away 
this text, so as to make it teach 
the opposite of what it appears 
to teach, need not despair of 
wresting any text to any mcan- 
ing which he wishes it to speak; 
but he may well tremble at the 
thought of wresting the Scrip- 
tures to his own destruction. 

False teachers always appear 
in disguise; they would always 
fail of their purpose if they did 
not. How absurd, then, is it, to 
urge mere prolessions of candor, 
kindness, and liberality, as frogfs 
of the superior exceilence of 
those who makethem. Our Sa- 
vior commands us to édeware of 
such teachers. It is therefore 
proper to susfect great profes- 
sions, especially wien the expe- 
rience of the Church has abun- 
dantly shewn how faise and hoi- 
low they usually are. 

Toward the close of this sub- 
lime, holy, and heavenly dis- 
course, the Savior adverts tothe 
final judgment, to ¢hat day, 
which is spoken of as. though it 
were cver present to the mind. 
He exhibits the applicants for 
admission into heaven, as prefers 


ring their suit to him alone, as 
having taught in his name with- 
out reference to any higher au- 
thority, and as having wrought 
miracles in his name. He does 
not dispute their statement, nor 
refer them to any higher tribu- 
nal, but as the moral Governor of 
the universe, as the Sovereign 
Arbiter of life and death, rejects 
them as workers of iniquity, and 
passes upon them a final and un- 
alterable sentence. What must 
the people, who heard Christ, 
have thought of his character? 
Could they have inferred less 
than I have stated? Did he guard 
them against this inference? 
Was he not wise enough to per- 
ceive it? It is from numerous 
passages like this; passages 
which irresistibly imply the su- 
preme authority of Christ, that I 
argue his divinity, not less confi- 
dently than from direct and pos- 
lilve assertions. 

The words of the sentence pas- 
sed by Christ are worthy otf dis- 
tinct considcration. Defiart from 
me. What propriety could there 
be inthis sentence, unless Christ 
were representing himself as the 
sui and substance of heaven it- 
seif; unless, in other words, he 
sustained the character and station 
of God that glorious being whom 
the boly inhabitants of heaven 
love with all their heart, and all 
their soul, and all their streneth, 
and ail their mind. Thus Paul 
describes the punishment of the 
wicked as an everiasting destruc- 
tion from the piresence of the 
Lord, unquestionably mean g, 
as the context fuliy proves, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. How can 
this be reconciled with the opin- 
ion, that Christ sustains an infe- 
rior character only! How can 


he be any other than the Supreme. 
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Jehovah, when his presence is 
represented as the sum of hezy- 
enly felicity, and banishment 
from it as the sum of everlasting 
misery? 

The audience of our Savior 
were not unobservant of the sove- 
reign authority with which he 
spake. ‘hey were more aston- 
ished at this, than at the sublim- 
ity of his doctrines, or the divine 
eloquence with which he utter- 
edthem. He taught as one Aav- 
ing authority, as one possessing, 
by his own independent right, 
the knowledge, the wisdom, the 
power, and the glory, necessary 
to constitute him the moral Law- 
giver and the final Judge of in- 
telligent and immortal beings. 

PHILALETHES. 


MEDITATION VI. 


Psalm xci, 11,12. For he shall 
give his angels charge over 
thee, to keeft thee in all thy 
ways, They shall bear thee up 
an their hands, lest thou dash 
thy foot against @ stone. 


THIS gracious promise is made 
to every child of God; and should 
be much dwelt upon as an ex- 
pression of divine benignity and 
kindness to those who were nat- 
urally unworthy of the least fa- 
vor. Of all the similitudes by 
which God exhibits his care and 
love of his chosen ones, no oth- 
er is so tender and affecting as 
that in which he assumes the 
character of a Parent and im- 
parts that of a child. The love 
which parents feel for their chil- 
dren, and the helplessness of in- 
fancy, are peculiarly illustrative 
of God’s kindness to his servants 


and of their dependence upon 
Him. 


No person, who is not a pa- 
rent, can have a thorough sense 
of the helpless and dependent 
situation of an infant. Itis re- 
quisite that a man should expe- 
perience, before be can under- 
stand, all the tenderness and anx- 
iety of this relation. The bles- 
sed God, though not described 
as a Parent in the passage here 
quoted, is yet represented as tuk- 
ing that care of the righteous, 
which is most aptly expresed by 
parental solicitude. When the 
parent carries his infant in his 
arms, he shudders at the thought 
of letting it fall, he clasps it tight 
to his bosom. Whenever he 
contemplates the possibility of 
his child’s falling from a window, 
or dashing against a pavement, 
he shrinks from it even in idea, 
and doubles his diligence to se- 
cure his dear offspring from an 
evil so distressing. The infant 
learns to confide in its parent’s 
care, and fears no fall while en- 
closed in its father’s arms. 

Let the Christian make a suit- 
able use of this representation. 
The infant may be disappointed 
through the want of power, (and 
possibly of inclination,) in the 
parent to protect it; but he, who 
truly confides in the care of his 
Heavenly Father, will never be 
disappointed. When surround- 
ed by enemies, and encompass- 
ed by hidden dangers, God will 
be his shield, his protector, and 
supporter. Before he even sus- 
pects the danger to which he is 
much exposed, God gives his 
angels charge concerning him, 
and they are ready to sustain him 
and secure him from the slight- 
est evil. ‘The weakest Christian 
has the guarantee ot infinite wis- 
dom and infinite power for his 
protection and final deliverance 
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from every enemy and danger. 
Let him remember, however, 
that a fiiial confidence is expcct- 
ed from him; and unless he joy- 
fuily acquiesces in the claim, he 
has reason to fear that he does 
not possess the character of a 
child. Let him cultivate a child- 
like dispesition, and commit 
himself to the care of God with- 
out distrust or anxiety. 

Let the irreligious consider 
their forlorn and unhappy state. 


In a world full of dangers of 
many kinds, especially spiritual 
enemies, they have no friend 
who is able to protect them. 
While remaining irreligious 
God is their enemy; unless their 
character, is speedily changed, 
he will remain their enemy ijor- 
ever. O that they were wise. O 
that they would turn to the Lord 
with their whole hearts; then 
might they be quiet from fear of 
evil. A. M. 


REVIEW. 


XLVIII. Zhe Works of the Rev. 
Jos—EPH BELLAMY, D.D. late 
of Bethlem, Connecticut, In 
three volumes. New York; 
Stephen Dodge. 1811, 18i2. 
8vyo. pp. 540, 544, 547. $7 50. 


Tne proposal to publish, in a 
uniform edition, the works of the 
tate Rev. Dr. Bellamy, was re- 
ceived with great pleasure by 
that portion of the religious com- 
munity, to whom his reputation 
as a preacher and writer had 
been known. ‘This portion was 
not small, Yet a considerable 
number of clergymen in our 
country, and multitudes of pri- 
vate Christians, were unacquaint- 
ed with the value of his works. 
We rejoice that the publication 
has appeared, and that we can 
cheerfully recommend it, on ac- 
count of the style of execution, 


as well as tle intrinsic merits of 


its contents. It wouid be a val- 
uable addition to every public 
and private library; and we trust 
1. is already in many hands. We 
owe an opclogy to the public for 
not having mentioned these yol- 





umes sooner. The principal 
reason of delay in reference to 
this and many other publications, 
has been the small number of 
pages which we can allot to the 
department of reviews. 

The first volume contains a 
Sermon preached by the Rev. 
Mr. Benedict, at Dr. Bellamy’s 
funeral, a short Sketch of his life, 
a Treatise entitled True Religion 
Delineated, a Treatise on the Di- 
vinity of Christ, a Sermon on the 
Millennium, and an Election 
Sermon. 

As some of our readers may 
scarcely have heard the name ot 
Joseph Bellamy, it will not be 
foreign to the design of this short 
article to state, that he was a 
man greatly revered, beloved, 
and honored, by many fellow-la- 
borers in the Gospel; that his 
praise is In many churches; that 
he possessed great hative powers 
of eloquences that he livedina 
very interesting period; that he 
took an active part In promoting 
the great revival in New Eng- 
land, and afterwards in debating 
several import nt questions 
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which relate to the vital inter- 
ests of the church; th:t he was a 
diligent observer of human na- 
ture, and a sagacious judge of 
human conduct; in shori, that he 
was a laborious, fervent, able and 
pious minister ‘of Christ. 

Dr. Bellamy was born in New 
Haven county, 1719, was early 
devoted to literary pursuits, and 
was graduated at Yale College, at 
the age of sixteen. He was 
licensed as a candidate when 
about eighteen, and was ordain- 
ed to the work of the ministry at 
Bethlem in 1740, About two 
years alter his settlement, he 
thought the Providence of God 

called him to more extensive 
labors, than were offered within 
the limits of his parish. For sev- 
eral years, he spent a considera- 
ble part of the time in itinerat- 
ing through Connecticut and the 
neighboring Colonies, preaching 
the Gospel to multitudes daiiy, 
and often repeatedly in a day. 
During the continua:ce of the 
extraordinary revival, Dr. B. 
was anremitted in his extraordi- 
nary labors, taking care that his 
own pulpit should be vacant as 
little as possible. This course 
of exertions gave him an oppor- 
tunity of becoming thoroughly 
acquainted with the exercises of 
awakened sinners and of sincere 
Christians, and qualified him to 
write the most valuable of his 
works, viz. True Religion De- 
lineated, which was published in 
1750, and soon after re-publish- 
ed in Scotland, where several 
editions have been since printed. 
This treatise is recommended 
ed by the illustrious President 
Edwards, whose approbation 
ought alone to secure an atten- 
tive perusal for every work on 
which it was bestowed. When 


this work became known, the 
reputation of the author was so 
distinguished, that many young 
gentlemen applied to him as a 
teacher of theology. In this way, 
his great abilities were called in- 
to a most important sphere of ac- 
tion, and were thus employed 
till the decline of life. The 
course of instruction, which he 
adopted, was calculated to make 
his studentsthink for themseives, 
with an implicit deference to the 
word of God only. No man ever 
nore strenuously insisted on, 
and few men have been abie 
more powerfully to urge, the 
great principles of Christian |ib- 
erty. fle was a Protestant anda 
Calvinist, but called no man 
father, and endeavured to build 
all his opinions on the word of 
God. His whole life evinced 
him to be an ardent friend to the 
cause of God inthis guilty world, 
a faithful pastor, and a useful 
example of the efficacious influ- 
ence of the glorious truths which 
he taught. He pursued a vigor- 
ous course of jabor in his profes- 
sion, till it was interrupted in 
1786 by a paralytic shock, from 
the effects of which he never re- 
covered. The days of his pil- 
grimage were completed March 
6, 1790, in the 72d year of his 
age, and the 50th of his ministry. 
The design of Dr. B. in write 
ing his True Religion Deline- 
ated, was to distinguish ‘exper- 
imental religion from formality 
on the one hand and enthusiasm 
on the other;’ a design of the 


greatest utility, and which was 
very happily accomplished. 

It is to be observed by the 
reader, that this treatise was par- 
ticularly intended for commen 
Chrisuans. On this account, 
plainness of speech was rathel 
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studied than avoided. All Dr. 
Bellamy’s habits, indeed, both of 
speaking and writing, were 
formed by an intercourse with 
piain people of no more than or- 
dinary education. In answer- 
ing their inquiries, supplying 
their want of spiritual instrac- 
tion, and attempting to edify 
them in the Lord, he had acquir- 
a style well suited to his cir- 
cumstances, thougu far from be- 
ing polished. ‘Fhe pubiisher 
has ventured, as he informs us, 
to change words which had be- 
come obsolete; but, trom some 
smail comparisons which we 
have made, these changes can- 
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not be either numerous or im- 
portant. “The meaning of the 
author,’ he says, ‘has in no 
instance been changed” The 
principal criticism, which, as we 
apprehend, will be made upon 
the style, will relate to a super- 
fluity of words in many instan- 
ces, and a repetition of the same 
thought in a variety of forms. In 
this latter characteristic, Dr. B. 
greatly resembles President Ed- 
wards; and both wrote in the 
same manner obviously for the 
same reason, viz a desire to be 
understood by persons of the 
lowest attainments in learning. 
(T'o be continued. ) 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


AMERICAN MISSIONARIES. 


Tae following letter from Mr, Nott te 
his father was published in the Connecti- 
cut Evangelical Magazine for June. It 
eoutains some particulars not contained 
in Mr. Nott’s letter to Dr. Worcester of 
the same date. 


Hoogly river, 20 miles below Cal- 
cutta, Nov. 25th, 1812. 


eWy dear and honored Father, 


f HAVE now taken my departure from 
Caleutta, in company with Mrs. Nott 
and Mr. Hall, and am expecting on ac- 
count of circumstances to stop at Ceylon. 
We shall probably be at Madras a few 
days on eur way. When I wrote you 
last [ think I laid open to you our plan of 
attempting a mission to Bombay. This 
field has appeared to us more important 
than any other which we have contemplat- 
ed: and from what we could learn, it 
seemed tous most probable that an atiempt 
to stay there would sueceed—particular- 
ly, as the new Governor at that presidency 
is spoken of, asa friend to the interests 
of religion. For though the Governments 
here have and use the power of sending 
away persons unauthorized by the com- 
pany to stay, yet mauy persons are still 
found here, who stay without molestation, 
though perfectly unauthorized. | The 


Vou. IX. 


Missionaries now in Bengal and Orissg 
are all of them, in the view of the Compa- 
ny’s exclusive privilege, intruders: and 
yet they stay and go and labor where they 
please—And we hope should we attempt 
it we shall become resident intruders at. 
Bombay. Not having been able to obtain 
a passage to Ceylon, we applied to the 
police for a pass to depart on board the 
ship and obtained it. On Saturday 14th, 
we put pai. of our baggage on board—. 
on ‘Tuesday paid our passage, and the af- 
ternoon of the same day we (myself and 
brother Hall) and brothers Judson and 
Rice, were summoned to the police—and. 
ou Wednesday read the orders of Govern- 
ment against us. The Marine Board 
were to provide us a passage in the fleet: 
then under despatch to England—and the 
police to send us away. As all our ar- 
rangements were made for departing, as 
we had obtained our police pass, and the 
ship pass, we determined on Friday 20th, 
tocome on boardand wait the event, which 
we expected would be, to be taken out and 
carried down to the fleet lying at Saugor, 
100 miles below. Saturday we spent di- 
viding our baggage, so that at a moment’s 
warning, IL might go and send Mrs. 
Nott back to Calcutta, to wait my return, 
which by the leave of providence I intend- 
edto make to the Eastern world. 

We have now been on board five days 
and are as yet unmolested, and begin to 
hope that we shall ceptinue so. The feet 
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we suppose will new sail so soon that we 
could not be sent for, and taken down in 
due season, though it is possible we may 
be reserved til the next fleet—But we 
hope better things. It has indeed been a 
time of great trial, and should the Lord 
deliver, great will be our_reason to bless 
his name. One of our greatest regrets, 
in view of our cireumstances, has been 
from the fear that the frequent frowns of 
God, upon our mission, would discourage 
mauy of our friends at home, and lead 
them to doub: the propriety of continuing 
their efforts. But we trust in God they 
will continue their zeal and labors, what- 
ever be our fate, and be taught by disap- 
pointments ta pray but not to fuint. | 
mentioned the prospect of our stopping 
at Ceylon. ‘TYus will vot be with a fixed 
iutention of staying there. We rather 
cannot now decide, whether we shall stay, 
or wait for a more ftaverab'e season of 
goug to Bombay: We fear that the Gen- 
eral Gov. will send such orders that the 
fuilure of au attempt there would now 
be absolutely certain, | imay be ebie to 
write from Ceylon before the Harmony 
goes; if so, you will be abie to know our 
future plans move fully. We do still trust 
the Lord will give us suecess, and that he 
is leading us through the way that he lesds 
us, to try us and to prove us, aud to fit us 
for laboving among the heathen. 

Brothers Judson aud Rice, the last we 
saw of them, were eudeayoring to ebtain 
a passage to the Isle of France; whether 
they sueceeded, or will go to England, | 
do net know. IT hope the former. Fare- 
well for the preseut—you will hear from 
me again before this is sent. 

Nov 27th—Below Diamond Hw bor, 
and 60 miles from Caleutta. We remain 
safe vet in ont own eabin: stl we fear 
that we shall be stopped before we leave 
the river, vet we hardly Know whe her 
we are In danger or not. We lefi Caleut- 
ta regularly, and should not, theretorc, 
meet with any interriptious. As vet we 
know wothing definite respecting our 
brethren, but fear they cid vet succeed in 
their attempt to leave tor the Isle of 
France. It will be » week this evening 
since we eye on board this ship. Pray 
for our faith and pauicnece and profit, in 


all the circumstances wherein we are 


placed. 

27th, P. W@—To our great sorrow we 
have just learnt that brothers J, and R. do 
not snececd in goir.g¢ to the Isle of France 
as they hoped, ar d that their baggage has 
heen seut on shore. We fear still tor 
eurselves, snd should not think it strange 
: ould we be stopped to-morrow movru- 
dug. 

28ihk.—-L learnt late last evening, that 
au brethyen still hoped to go to the Isle 


of France, as the vessel is to wait at Sau- 
gor tll turther orders. We have now 
passed Kedgeree and reeeived the last 
mail on board. Nothing has as yet inter- 
tered to prevent our progress, and TL now 
expect that nothing will. If so I shail 
have great reason to bless God for lus 
kinduess. We do hope that God will yet 
give us an entrance among the heathen, 
and that befove long. 

Remember me avd Mrs. Nott, to att 
our triends. “Lo yourselves and Our 
oiber pavents, we bear the respeet and 
affeetion of children. 

fam, my dear father, 

¥our dutitul son, 
SAMUEL NoTT. 


Sth. Saturday evening. 

Weave now past alfthe danger whiell we 
feared. We have passed Saugor Island, 
Wiech lies at the mouth of the Hoogly, 
vud we expcet to-morrow to proceed to 
sea, When the prot will leave and teke 
my letter. Mrs. Nott begins to be sick 
by the motion of the vessel. Her heal: 
is very good, but i suppose she will now 
suffer a few uncomfortabe davs. We 
have a very comfortable aud pleasant cab- 
in. Mr. Hall is with us, separated by a 
canvass parution. As faras we can judge, 
if we are tavoved with good weather, we 
shail have a pleasant jassage. We hope 
svon to havea home. Lf we donot go to 
Bombay we shall either stay at Cevion ov 
go lo soime place where we can certainly 
stay. 

29/h4.—The pilot leaves us to-day. We 
are losing sight of laud, aid hue to see 
Séudvas in a Weck. 

£ rom Your son, 


S. NorTr 


‘Phe following extracts of a letter from 
Mr. Rice contain the latest intelligence 
received trom the Missionaries. With 
Mi. Newell the Christian public will cor- 
dially sympathize. We auaiously wait 
for letters fiom him. 


Extracts of a letier from Vir. Rice to 
ite Rev. dr. Worcester, dated at 
Bahia, in the Brazils, June 5, 1813. 


“Rev. and dear Sir, 
Some news from vour missionaries in Incia, 
have undoubtedly been reecived before 
now. Piobabiy youare already apprized of 
brother Judson’s change of sentiments in 
relation to baptism, and the consequent 
division of the mission into two branches. 
A division in point of locality, might per- 
haps have been deemed expedient had not 
a change of sentinent previously made a 
division in point of veligious denomination 


“Brothers Hall aud Nott embarked at 
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Calcutta near the last of November, in a half of my venerable and beloved patrons, 
ship bound to Bombay; bat would touch my great obligations to the kind atten- 
at Ceylon. Perhaps one of them might — tions of individuals. Here [ am particu- 
proceed to Bombay, as they were anx- larly indebted to Mr. Consul Hill and his 
ions to commence missionary labors in lady, who have politely and kindly given 
that very impor tant field. ‘But should me ahome in their house and family, dur- 
they fail in that region, stillan important ing my detention in that place. 


tield, bouaded, generally speaking, by the “With the sincerest respect I remain 
‘Laniul language, is easily accessible. This dear Sir, 
language may be acquired in Ceylon, Yours in our blessed Lerd, 
whe “ve, without the stnallest obstruction, Lururr Rice. 
missional ‘ies sre permitted to reside, and Rev. Dr. Worcester. . 
to excreise freely their funetions. 

About the middle of January, T arriv- Mr. Riee also states that he left the Isle 


ein the Ise of France, having bee nun- of France March 15th, having taken his 
dev the necessity, as was also brother passage to the Brazils in a Portuguese ves- 
Judson, of hastily taking passsage from — sel; that Mr. Judson, and his wife were 
Culentta for that piace. There we found  w ating for a passage to Penang, or Prince 
brother Newell borue down under an ex- of Wroales’s s Island, intending there to ef- 
cecding pressure of affliction, Hehadde-  fcetrate a mission, if practicable; that 
parted from Cabsutta previously tothe avr- himself was expecting to sail for New 
ival ofthe Harmony theve; and the ship York, in a cartel, about the first of July, 
in which he embarked being obliged to and hoped to reach this @guntry about the 
putin at Covinga in distress, made the — last of August; and that he was peculiarly 
passage long as well as unpleasant. Dart- anxious to arrive at Boston before the an- 
ing the passage he had been ealled to the — nual meeting of the Board in September 
paintiul office of consigning to the waves next. 
an intant daughter, which died at five 

days old; aad, in about three weeks after 
reaching the Isle of France, was summion- 

ed to the deeper aliction of resigning 

Mics. Newell to the arms of death. She  Srvcethe foregoing extracts were in type, 
died of a consumption the last of Novem- — aletterhas beenrcecived trom Mr. Newel! 
her; was confortable in her mind tillher — by Mrs. Atwood of ‘Heashi Il, (4sass.) the 
decease; and desired Mr. Newell to state mother of Mrs. Newell. W e have ob- 
exphicidy toher friends, that the never — tained leave to publish such extracts, as 
felt the smallest regret for having gone — will exhibit the closing seene of this ex- 
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outin the mission. Brother Newell em- — cellent and promising woiman’s life. 
barked at the Isle of Franee, the 24th of 
February, ina brig ow ne at Bombay, but “Port Louis, ( Isle of France, _) 


might touch at Ceylon, Dec. 10, 1812. 
“ft abstain from stating many things “Ny dear Mother, 

which | shorlideem it mv duty to state, Ov account of the unhappy war between 
jal Lnot the prespeet of being able to us and England, it is probable I shall have 
Gominuuieate them in another mayner no opportunity for a lovg time of sending 
however, refuse myself — dire cctly to America. I enclose this letter 
to Joseph Hardeastle, Esq. of London, 
depending on his benevolence to pav the 
postage at the general Post Office there, 
without whieh it would not be forwarded. 
I beg vour particular attention to this eir- 
cumstanee, because it is the reason why 


SOOM. | cannot, 
the freedom to observe, with deference, 
that if oth ‘cy mussionaries are ready to 
proceed, the uncertainty respecting a re- 
esptron at Bombay nee “| not detain them 
ata painful distan:e trem the missionary 
field. Whatever may be the sueeess or 
Suluve in that important region; and even — my letter is not longer, and also the rea- 
shoaliit be padged ee for them son why I do not write to my other 
to join the others at Cey don, | in ease they friends. You will oblige me by inform- 
should there fix oe residence; still the ing my friends of this; particularly Drs. 
isle of Fyanee itself presents an inviting, Woods, Gritiin, and Worcester. 
and by ne mesns unimportant, object of “When [ sit down to address you, my 
missionary effort. And there, from com- dear mother, from this distant land, to me 
munication aetually had with his Excellen-  aland of strangers and a place of exile, 
ev Governor Farquhar, through the Rey. a thousand tet wer thoughts arise in my 
Chaplain, Mr. Jones, [feel anthorized to mind, and naturally suggest such Inquir- 
say, that missionaries would be favorably — ies as these. How 1s it now with that 
reecived and countenaneed. ; dear woman, to whom I am indebted for 
“It is with peeuliar pleasure and grati- my greatest earthly blessing—the mother 
tude, Dhave aftea to acknowledge, oa be- of my dear Harriet? And mine too; (for 
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1 must ¢laim the privilege of ¢onsidering 
you as my own dear mother.) Does the can- 
dle of the Lord still shine on her taberna- 
ele, and is the voice of joy and praise yet 
heard in her dwelling? Or, what is not 
improbable in this world of disappoint- 
ment, has some new affliction, the death 
perhaps of a dear child, or of some other 
beloved friend, caused her heart «gain to 
bleed andher tears toflow? Ah! my mother, 
though we may live many years and see 
good in them all, yet let us remember 
the days of darkness, for they too will be 
many. Itis decreed by Infinite Wisdom 
alone, that through much tribulation we 
must enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
You my dear mother, have had your share 
of adversity,—and I too havé had mine. 
But we will not complain. Sanetified af- 
flictions are the choicest favors of heaven. 
They cure us of our vain and foolish ex- 
pectations from the world, and teach our 
thoughts and affections to ascend and fix 
on joys that never die. I never longed so 
much to see you as I have these sev- 
eral days past. What would 1 now give 
to sit, one hour, by that dear fire side, 
where I have tasted the most unalloyed 
pleasure that earth affords, and recount 
to you, and the dear children, the perils, 
the toils, andthe sufferings, through which 
Ihave passed sinée I left my native land. 
In this happy cirele I should for a moment 
forget-—— 

“Yes, my dear friends, I would tell 
you how God has disappointed our favor- 
ite schemes, and blasted our hopes of 
preaching Christ in India, and has sent us 
all away from that extensive field of use- 
fulness, with an intimation that He has 
nothing for us to do there, while He has 
suffered others to enter in and reap the 
harvest. I would tell you’how He has visit- 
edus all with sickness, and liow He has af- 
flicted me in particular by taking away 
the dear little babe which He gave us, the 
child of our prayers, of our hopes, of our 
tears. I would tell you—but O, shall [ 
tell it or forbear— 

“Have courage, my mother, God will 
support you under this trial; though it 
may for a time cause your very heart to 
bleed. Come, then, let us mingle onr 
griefs and weep together; for she was 
dear to us both; and she too is gone. Yes, 
Harriet, your lovely danghter is gone, 
and you will see her face no more! Harr: ct, 
my own dear Harrict, the wife of my 
youth and the desire of my eyes, has bid 
me a last farewe!!, and left me to mourn 
and weep! Yes, she is gone. T wiped the 
eold sweat of death from her pale, ema- 
eiated face, while we travelled together 
down to the entrance of the dark valley. 
Vbere sbe took her upward fight and ft 





saw her ascend to the mansions of the 
blessed! Oh Harriet, Harriet, for thou 
wast very dear tome. Thy last sigh tore 
mv heart asunder and dissolved the charm 
which tied me to earth. 

‘*But I must hasten to give you a more 
particular account of the repeated afflic- 
tions with which God has visited me. 

‘Harriet enjoyed good health from the 
time we left you, until! we embarked on 
our voyage from Caleutta to the Isle of 
Sendsin Contain those slight complaints 
which are common to females in her situ- 
ation.) During the week previous to our 
sailing for this plaee, she went through 
much f.tigue in making numerous calls 
on those dear friends in Caleutta, who 
were anxious to see her, and who kindly 
furnished her with alarge supply of those 
little things which she soon expected to 
want, and whieh on account of her suc- 
ceeding illness, she would not have been 
able to prepare on the voyage. ‘The fa- 
tigue of riding in a palankeen, in that un- 
healthy place, threw ker into a fever, 
which commenced the day after we were 
on board. She was confined about a week 
to her coueh, but afterward recovered 
and enjoyed pretty good health. We lett 
Caleutta on the 4th of August, but 
on account of contrary winds and bad 
weather, we were driven about in 
the Bay of Bengal without making 
much progress during the whole of that 
month. On or about the 27th it was dis- 
covered that the vessel had sprung a leak; 
and, on the 30th the leak had inereased 
to such an alarming degree, as to render 
our situationextreniely perilous. A consnl- 
tation of the officers was called, and it was 
determined to put about immediately, and 
make the nearest port, which was Coringa, 
asmalltown onthe Coromandel coast about 
60 miles south of Vizigapatam. We got 
saf- into port on Saturday, Sept. 5th. The 
vessel} wasfound to be ina very bad ease,”’ 

[Four days before the arrival of the 
vessel in port, Mrs. Newell was scized 
with severe pain in the stomach and bow- 
els, the disease of the counrtry;. but in 
three days after going on shore she was 
so far recovered as: to write thus in her 


journal: “Have been able to sit up most 


of the dav. Begin to look around me a 


little—find myself again surrounded with 


Hlindoo cottages, and the tawny natives 
as thick as bees.” On the 10th of Sey- 
tember they re-embarked, and Mrs. N. 
enjoyed comfortable health tll nearly 
three weeks after leaving Coringa and 
about three wecks before reaching the 
Isle of France. when she became the jo; - 
ful mother of a fine heaithy daug)ster. 
Four days after, in consequence of a se- 
vere storm of wind and rain, the child 
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took cold, and died on the evening of the 
next day, after having been devoted to 
God in baptism. 

On the 14th of October, Mr. N. writes 
flus in his journal: “About 8 o’clock last 
evening our dear little Harriet expired in 
her mother’s arms. A _ sweet child. 
‘Though she had been but five days with 
us, it was painful, inexpressibly painful, 
especially to the mother, to part with 
her. ‘To-day, with many tears, we com- 
mitted her to a watery grave. ‘So fades 
the lovely blooming flower,” &e. May 
God sanctify this bereavement to us, aud 
Qh may he spare my dear wife.” 

About a week after Mrs. N.’s confine- 
ment, the symptoms of a consumption ap- 
peared. Though Mr. N. feared the 
worst, he did not consider her case as 
fatal, till the last fortnight of her life, 
which commenced about ten days after 
their arrival at the Isle of Franee. Mr. 
N. immediately on their arrival valled in 
the aid of Dr. Burke, the chief surgeon 
of the British army in that island, and of 
Dr. Walluz, a Danish physician, a friend 
with whom they had become acquainted 
at Serampore, who had lately buried his 
wife in Bengal, and had come to the Isle 
of France for his health. There was but 
little alteration in Mrs. N.’s health, (ex- 
cept that she gradually lost strength) till 
about a fortnight before her death, when 
she declined more rapid'y a-.d all hope of 
her recovery was extinguished. About 
4. o’clock, P. M. on Monday, the 50th 
of November, her evye-sight failed her, 
soon after which she calmly, avd with 
anparent ease, expired, seven wecks 
and four days after her confinement. 
These events, with all the attending eir- 
cumstances, are related by Mr. N. with 
ereat tenderness and particularity. He 
then proceeds as follows: ] 

‘There, my dear mother, IT have fin- 
ished the story of Havrriet’s sufferings. 
Let us turn from the tale of woe to a 
brighter seene; one that will gladden your 
heart as Lam sure it dees mine. During 
this long series of sufferings, the bare re- 
etal of which must affect every feeling 
heart, she meekly yielded to the will of 
her Heavenly Father, without one mur- 
muring word. ‘My wicked heart,” she 
writes, “is inclined to think it hard, that 
I should suffer such fatigue and hardship. 
i sinfully envy those whose lot it is to 
five in tranquillity on land. Happy people! 
Ye know not the toils and trials of voy- 
agers across the rough and stormy deep. 
Oh, for a little Indian hut on land—But 
hush, my warring passions; it is for Jesus 

who sacrificed the joys of his Father’s 
kingdom, and expired on a cross to re- 
deem a falien world, that thus I wander 
wor place to place and feel no where at 


home. How reviving the thought! How 
great the consolation it yields to my sink- 
ing heart! I will cherish it, and yet be 
happy.” 

“In view of those sufferings which she 

afterwards experienced, she writes thus: 
“I hope to reach the piace of our Gestina- 
tion in health. But lfeel no anxiety 
about that. I know that God orders ev- 
ery thing in the best possible manner. Iv 
He so orders events, thet 1 shail suffer 
pain and sick: e.s on the stormy ocean, 
without a semale friend, exposed to the 
greatest inconveniences, shall I repine, 
and think he deals hardly with mc? Oh, 
no. Let the severest tria’s and disap- 
pointments fall to my lot, guilty and weak 
as I am, yet I think J can rejoice in the 
Lord, and joy iu the God of my salva- 
tion.” ! 
“Tn the first part of the sickness, which 
sueceeded the birth of our babe, she had 
some doubts, which occasionally interrupt 
ed her spiritual comfort; but they were 
soon removed, and her mind was filled 
with that peace of God which passeth ai} 
understanding. When I asked her, afew 
days before she diced, if she had any re- 
maining doubts respecting her spiritual 
state, she answered with an emphasis, that, 
she had none. During the whole of her 
sickness she talked in the most familiar 
manner, and with great delight, of death 
and the glory that was to follow. When 
Dr. Burke one day told her, those were 
gloomy thoughts, she had better get rid 
of them, she replied, that on the contrary 
they were to her cheering and joyful be- 
yond what she could express. When I 
attempted to persuade her that she would 
recover (which Utordly hoped,) it seerned 
to strike her like a disappointment. She 
would say, “You ought rather to prav that 
I may depart, that [ may be perfectly free 
from sin, and be where God is.” 

“Her mind was from day to day filled 
with the most comfortivg and delightful 
views of the character of God acd Christ. 
Se often requested me to talk to her on 
these interesting subjects. She told me 
that herthouchts were so much confused, 
and ber mind so much weakened, by the 
distress of body she had satiered, Uhat she 
fonnd it diifieult steadiiv to pursue a train 
of thought oa divine things, but that sh. 
continually looked to God and passively 
rested on him. She ofien spoke of meer- 
ing her friends in heaven. Perhaps,” 
said she, “my dear mother has gone be- 
fore me to heaven, and as secon as J leave 
this body 1] shall find myself with her.” 
Atanother time she said, ““We otten talk 
of meeting our friends in heaven; but what 
would heaven be with ali our fiends, i 
God were not there.” 

“She longed eseeedingly for the breth- 
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ren to arrive from India, that we might 
form ourselves into a chureh, and cele- 
brate the dying love of Jesus once more 
before she died. Her desi. es to enjoy the 
benefit of this ordinanee were so strong, 
and our situation so pecular, that I theught 
a deviation trom the usage of our churches 
in this instance would be justifiable, and ac- 
cordingly on the last Sabbath in Novem- 
ber, the day before she died, I gave her 
the symbols of the body and blood of our 
Lord; aud 1 trust it was a comfortabie 
season to us: oth. 

**A tew days before she died, after one of 
those distressing turns of coughing and 
raising phicegm, which so rapidly wasted 
her stveagth, she called me to come and 
it on the bed beside her, and receive her 

dying message to her triends. She ob- 
served, that her strength was quite ex- 
hausted, and she could say only a tew 
words; but feared she should not have 
nother oppor tunity. Tell my dear 
mother,” said she, “how much Harvict 
loved her. ‘Tell her to look to God and 
keep near to Him, and He will ‘support 
wend comfort her in all her trials. 1 shall 
meet her in heaven, for surcly she is one 
of the dear ch liven of God.” She then 
turned to her brothers and sisters. "Vell 
them,” said she, “from the lips of their 
dying sister, that there is nothing but reli- 
sion worth living for. Oh, exhort them to 
attend immediately to the care of their 
precious immortal souls. Tell them not 
to delay repentance. ‘The eldest of them 
will be anxious to know how I now feel 
with respect to missions. ‘Tell them, and 
also my dear mother, that [ have never 
regretted leaving my native land for the 
cause of Christ. Let my dear brothers 
and sisters know, that I love them to the 
last. Lhope to meet them in heaven; but 
Oh, if 1 should nov” Here the tears 
burst from her eves, and her sobs of grief 
at the thought of an eternal separation 
expressed the feelings that were too big 
tor utterance. After she had recovereda 
little from the shock, which these strorg 
emotions had given to her whole frame, 
she attempted to speak of several other 
triends, but was obliged to sum up all she 
had to say in “Love and an affectionate 
farewell to them all.” Within a day or 
two of her death, such conversation as the 
following passed between us. 

“Should you not be willing to recover 
and live a while longer here?’ 

“Qn some accounts it would be desira- 
ble. I wish to do something for God be- 
fore I die. But the experience I have had 
of the deccitfulness of my heart leads me 
to expect, that if I should recover, my fu- 
ture lite would be much the same as my 
past has been, and I long to be rerfeetly 
free from sin. God has called me away 





before we have entered on the work of 
the mission; but the case of David affords 
me comfort; I have had it in my heart to 
do what I can for the heathen, and1 hope 
God will accept me.” 

“But what shail [ do, when you are 

ne? How can | bear the separation?” 

“Jesus will be your best friend, andour 
separation will be short. We shail soon, 
very soon, meet in a better world; it 1 
thought we should not, it would be paiu- 
ful iudeed to part with you.” 

“How does your past lite appear to you 
now?” 

Bad enough; but that only mekes the 
grace of Christ appear the more glorious. 


“Jesus, thy blood and rig Riconsnces 
Vy beanty are, my heavenly dress; 
Midst fluming ¥ worlds in these array *d, 
iW ith joy shail Liftup my head.” 


“When I told her that she could net 
live through the next day, she replied, 
“Gh, joytul news; £ long to depart.” 
Sometime after, l asked her, “How does 
death appeac to you now?’ She replied; 
“Glorious; truly welcome.” During Sab 
bath night she seemed to be a little wan- 
dermg; but the next morning she had her 
re colle cion perfeetly. As | stood by her, 
1 asked if she Knew me. At first she 
made no answer. I said to her again; 
“Niy dear Harriet, do you know who I 
am.” ‘My dear Mr. Neweil, my hus- 
band,” was her reply; but in broken ac- 
cents and a voice faliering in death.” 

“The last words which I remember, 
and which, I think, were the last she ut- 
tered relative to her depariure, were 
these—Lhe pains, the groans, the dying 
strife.” “iflow long, O Lord, how long?” 

“But I must stop; for | have already 
exceeded the bounds of a letter, though ! 
have come far short of doing justice to the 
dving deportment of this dear friend. Oh, 
may my last end be like hers. I would 
how proc eed to discharge the duty, which 
Harriet’s dying request imposed on me, 
of administering consolation to vou, and of 
besceching the dear children to make a 
right imj rovement of this afflicting dispen- 
sation; but l hope the Ged ef all consela- 
tion will himself wipe away your tears, and 
fill your heart with eomfort, and thet Har- 
riev’s dying intreaties, and tears, ard 
sichs, may be carried by the Spirit of truth 
to the hearts of the children, and of her 
other young friends, and may fasten con- 
vietion on their minds, and engage them 
to follow her, so far as she followed Christ. 
With these hopes I must at present bid 
them all an affectionate farewell. 

“Harriet offered to give me her prop- 
erty by will, but f declined accepting tt. 
She then propose “t beqneathing apart of it 
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to the Board of Commissioners, but my 
tune was so completely taken up in attend- 
jag ou her, that [ had no opportunity of 
having a will duly executed ull it was too 
jaie.”’ 

“The brethren in Bengal have written 
tome. “The Harmony arrived in Calcutta 
u few days after | left there—The breth- 
ven allordered away, as we were. ‘They 
are coming hither, aud I daily expect them. 
Madagasca: is the probable seat of ‘the 
mission; but this is not certain. Brother 
and sister Judson have become Baptisis, 
have been immersed at Calcutta, and of 
course will not come with the rest. They 
have all been sick. 

‘Perhaps you may censure me, my dear 
mother, for leaving Sevampore before Hav- 
rieUs confinement. 1 wish I had tine to 
auswer you fully on this head; but I can 
ouly say, that she did not expect to be 
coufined short of three or four months 
trom the time of our departure; that the 
usual lengih of a voyage to the Isle of 
France is not half that period; that Beu- 
gai is the most sickly place in all India, aud 
this the most healthy spot in the easiern 
world; aud thatit was the unanimous advice 
of all ow friends that we should 20. 
Brother Judson would then have embraced 
the opportunity had I deeli:ed it.” 

“| thank Dr. Woods a thousand times 
for his excellent sermon on the death of 
Mrs. Church, as well as for his Missicn- 
ary sermon, which last 1 received by way 
af Caleutta. My dear, dear mother, | 
must bid you taewell. God Almighty 
bless you, and reward you a hundred fold 
for all your kindness to me. Do not for- 
get me; | shall never forget you. Write 
whenever you have opportunity. 1 seud 
my love to all my acquaintance, and to all 
Uarriet’s friends, tor her sake. 

“My ever dear mother, 
{remain your’s afiectior ately, 
SamvczEs NEWELL. 
Mrs. VE Atwood. 


Mr. Newell enclosed afragment, (from 
which the following seutenecs are taken) 
in Mrs. Ns own hand. ht is the com- 
meneement ofa letter whieh she began 
to write to her mother, but which she 
was never able to resume. Duriug the 
former part of her vovege from Caiecutta 
to the Isle of France she wrote oeeassion - 
ally in her Diary, as appears by extracts 
nade from itin the foregoing letter. 


“Port Louis, Isle of France, 
Nov. 3: 1812. 
“My ever dear Mother, 


Since I wrote you last I have been called 
by God to rejoice and weep; for afflictions 


and mercies have both alternately fallen 
to my lot. I address you now trom a bed 
of great weakness—perhaps for the last 
time. Yes, my dear Magma, I feel this 
mud-walled cottage shake, aud expect ere 
long to become an inhabitant of the world 
of spirits. Eternity, Ltecl, is Just at hand. 
But let me give you some account of 
God’s dealings with me, which I shall do 
at iutervais, as streugth wiil admit.” 

{| After mentioning the birth of a daugh- 
ter, with fond anticipations of happiness, she 
adds the following sentences, which are 
the last she wrote. | 

“Oa the cabin floor, with no other at- 
tendant but my dear Mr. Newell, we 
could weep tor joy—and call ourselves 
the happiest of the happy. But, alas! on 
the evening of the ith day the dear ob- 
ject of our love was snatched for us 
by death, and on the day iollowing com- 
mitted to its watery grave. Heart-reudivg 
stroke to a parental heart! Mine almost 
bled with deep angukh’—— 


LETTER FROM MR. BURDER, 


Tue following letter from the Rev. 
George Burder, to the Rey. Dr. Morse 
e1:closed the letter from Mr. Newell. 


“Rev. and dear Sir, 
I «m de ive by the Rev. S. Newell, one 
(f your missionaries to the east, to for- 
ward the enclosed letter from him to the 
iuotues Of his deceased wite, whom he buri- 
ed at the Isic of France. Hisletteris dated 
Dee. 11,1812. Lam grieved to find, that 
he ad his brethren have been ordered 
avay from India, as wellas Mr. May. 
ourmissiouary. We have been praying 
and iabori.g Lard in Exgiand, by peti- 
tions to Pariian.ert, for the ren.oval of 
these ubreasouable restrictions. We 
kuow not yet what will be the result; but 
f would :.ot be in the place of those v ho 
forbid the Gospel te be preach  d to the 
heathen for a thousand werids. We 
have just closed our annual meetings. 
v bich have evineed a growing regal d to 
the cause of Christ in this couwatry. Our 
fiie ds, more liberal than ever, have 
coutributed last year 115,377 4 5; and 
the cok clions made at the several pl.ces 
of worship lust weck amounted to J,i22 
“fam, dear Sir, 
Your affectionate bo her, 
Gro. Borner, Sec. diss. Soc.” 
Camberwell, near Loudon, 
Muy 21, 1813. 


LETTER FROM MR. OSGOOD, 


Tue following extracts are tukea from ¢ 
letter written to the publisher of the Pap 
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oplist, by the Rev. Thaddeus “Osgood, 
dated London, May 22, 1813. 


‘‘Taoveu in great haste I cannot seal 
this letter without giving you some ac- 
count of what the Lord is doing here. Last 
weck 1] devoted the whole of the time to 
the meetings of the Missionary Society 
and other religious and, benevolent institu- 
tions. And | must say as the queen of 
Sheba said to Solomon, notwithstanding 
all the great things which we have heard 
in America, yet when we see and hear 
ourselves, we are constrained to say, 
“the one half was not told us.” 

“[ have heard two of the Royal Dukes 
advocating, with the greatest eloquence 
and force of argument, the dissemination 
of the Sacred Scriptures, and the ‘univer- 
sal diffusion of Knowledge araong all ranks 
of society. It is uo uncommon thing to 
see several thousands of persons conven- 
ed at one of these meetings of the Bible 
Society, consisting of all ranks from the 
Bishops, Lords, and Peers of the realm 
to the lowest servants. And the atten- 
tion to the Missionary Societies is not 
much inferior. At several of the public 
meetings last weck, I presume [I saw 
three or four, some say five or six, 
thousands of people asse:ubled, and all 
appearing to be of one heart and of one 
soul, as it was with the first followers of 
the Redeemer. Last week I was invited 
to assist in administering the ordinance of 
the Lord’s supper to a very large assembly. 
I believe there were three or four thou- 
sand communing at once in this metropolis, 
at two different places, for no one house 
in the city could contain them. I thought 
this was a foretaste of heaven. 

“fT close with expressing a sincere de- 
sire that we all may feel disposed to ex- 
ert ourselves in advancing the glorious 
work which Ged is now performing in our 
world.” 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS TO THE LON- 
DON MISSIONARY SOCIETY, MAY 13, 1813. 


Dear Brethren, 
AMONG the various pleasures derived from 
true religion, that which arises from the 
exercise of Christian benevolence is cer- 
tainly not the least. The consciousness of 
laving done good, or the information that 
good has been effected by others, affords a 
high degree of mental enjoyment. We 
may reasonably suppose that the primitive 
Christians experienced in a very high de- 
cree this sacred delight; for as the conver- 
sion of the Gentiles formed a new epoch 
in the history of the Church, so it epened 
a new source of pleasure to the diseiples of 
hrist. When Peter reported to them 


the conversion of Cornelius and his friends 
at Cxsarea, with what exultation did they 
exclaim, ‘hen hath God also to the Gen- 
tiles granted repentance unto hie!” And 
when the missionaries sent from Antioch 
returned and announced their success to 
the assembled church, how great was their 
satisfaction when assured that God had 
opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. 

Professing, as we humbly hope, the 
same faith, and actuated, as we trust, by 
the same Spirit, the members of the Mis- 
sionary Society, formed for the sole purpose 
of spreading abroad the glorious Gospel 
among the heathen nations, are now con- 
vened, to hear from the Directors the 
transactions of the past year, which, it ts 
presumed will excite emotions of pleasure 
and gratitude, and satisfy every member 
that his prayers and his pecuniary aid 
have not been offered in vain. 


AFRICA. 


Tae number and importance of our Mis- 
sionary stations in South Africa, naturally 
direct our first attention to that quarter. 
The lamented death of Dr. Van der Seinp, 
the increase of our Missionaries, 2d the 
derangement of some of our norther» set- 
tlements by the violence of alawless plun- 
derer, induced the Directors to detertine 
oh sending one of their own body, it possi- 
ble, to regulate the concerns of the Society, 
aud to place them on a proper footing for 
the time to ¢éome. They were happy in 
prevailing on the Rev. John Cainpbell to 
undertake this labor of love; with great 
satisfaction they confided in his steady and 
prudent zeal; and the information they 
have already received of his proceedings, 
has fully convinced them that their confi- 
dence was well placed. They have the 
pleasure of reporting that Mr. Campbell 
reached the Cape (with his associate Mr. 
George Thom, intended for the East,) on 
the 24th of October last. Mr. Campbell’s 
health appears to have suffered at first, 
from a tedious voyage and the heat of the 
climate; but his last letters are written 
with so much spirit and cheerfulness as 
lead us to hope that it is completely re- 
stored. He has been favored with the 
most friendly intercourse with the Colonial 
Government, and the Society is under the 
greatest obligations to his Excellency Sir 
John Cradock, the Governor, who has as- 
sured both Mr. Campbell and Mr. Read, 
“that every practicable aid, consistent 
with the expanded views of Government, 
will ever be given to advance the real in- 
terest of a community, (referring especial- 
ly to Bethelsdorp,) that professes such 
sacred principles—provided that the indis- 
peusable habits of industry and useful em- 
ployment, -are inculcated with zeal and 
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eare, 23 the most important object, next 
to the coneerus Of religion.” In these 
wishes of the Governient, we are certain 
ahat the Missionaries most heartily coneur, 
9s is evident by th atvances alveady made 
in evilization and social improvement, par- 
tie larly et Betheisdorp: aid in pursuance 
of this great desiga, we are confident that 
Mr. Campbell will steaddy follow the ex- 
ample of Dr. Van der Kemp, as far as his 
advice and influence can extend, in all our 
Afvican Missions.* 


* Ina work, written in German, and 
lately translated into English, entitled, 
**T'ravels in Southern Africa, by Henry 
Lichtenstein,” some very unjust reflec- 
tions are thrown on the late Dr. Van der 
Kemp, which we cannot forbeur to notice. 
Speaking of the Mission at Betheledorp, 
he says, “its utility was lost by the over 
pious spirtt,and proud humility of its head; 
the people,” he adds, “were certuinly duily 
instructed for some hours in the Christian 
religion, but these instructions made much 
more impression upon their memory than 
upon their understanding. They could 
sing and pray, and be heartily penitent 
for their sins, and talk of the Lamb of 
atonement, but none were really the better 
for all this specious appearance. N60 at- 
tention was paid to give them proper occu- 


pations, and excepting in the hours of 


prayer, they might be as igdolent us they 
chose.” Page 256. 

In refutation of this calwxny, we refer 
to our former Annual Reports and to the 
Missionary Transactions. When this 
traveller visited Bethelsdorp in 1805 or 
4806, the settlement was in iis infancy, 
having been commenced on/y in 1802. It 
was therefore extremely unfuir to contrast, 
as the anchor does, the state of Betiels- 
dorp with that of the Moravian settle- 
ment ut Bavian’s Kloof, which had been 
cultured many vears, Our Journals will 
shew how assiduously and successfully Dr. 
Van der Kemp and his valuable associate 
Mr. Read ( whom the author unjustly 
styles “an ignorunt man,” ) attended to 
the civilization of the nacives, so that in 
the year 1809, the following report was 
made to the Directors by Dr. V. and Mr. 
Read: 

“Qur external circumstances are much 
as usual. The kmtting school still con- 
tinues, but misses its founder ( Mrs. 
Smith.) The number, however, increases 
and prospers beyond expectation; about 
30 clildren in it have earned the whole year 
their daily food, without touching our 
funds; and the call for stockings and 
night-caps is more than we-can supply, es- 
pecially of short stockings or socks, to 
which the officers in military service .are 
very hartial. 


Ve... IX. 





“The industry of eur people in general 
Continues to increase. Mats pens Caffre 
baskets are made in great abundance, and 
soldat Fort Frederick, and different paris 
of the country. 

“Considerable traffic in salt has been 
carried on this year, which our people 

Jetch from the salt pan, pile up in heaps, 
andis fetched from hence by the farmers, 
who otherwise have often a journey in vain, 
not being able to get fine salt, or even in 
that cuse, prefer to give a reasonable 
price for it dry, than to take it wet from 
the pan. Our people likewise carry it to 
different parts of the country themselves 
for sale, and barter for wheat, &c. Soap- 
boiling, sawing, und wood-cutting far 
waggons, Cc.is carried on at a consider- 
«able rate, by which means they are enabled 
to earn a good deal of money with the 
greatest ease. Besides this, they earn 
much by frequent journies to the Cape, 
with the fu rmers. 

“The success of our harvest of 1808, 
gave vigor to our agriculture, so that in 
the months of June and July we bevan 
again, and huve been able to get upwards 
of +0 sacks of wheat into the ervund, be- 
sides some barley, rice, Indian corn, beans, 
peas, pumpkins, Sc. Sc. so that the wants 
of our poor people are more und more likely 
io be supplied.” ' 
Let the world now judge of the truth of 
whut the author afirms, page 239—“Dr. 
V.” he says, “never turned his thoughis 
seriously to instilling habits of industry 
into his disciples: but allideas of their tem- 
porary welfure appears with him to be 
wholly lost inanxieiy for their eternal sal- 
vation:” and again, “It appears to me 
that oe is of little value as a 
Missionary” —“heistoolearned”—“hence 
comes his total neglect of husbandry.” 
What the author says of “a swarm of 
Missionaries” (three or four at most _) at 
Rodezand is equally false. He affirms 
“that they hive introduced bigotry, which 
has very much changed the frankness of 
character and good-will which was once 
so prevalent here.” Ihe pious Edinburgh 
Reviewers referring to this passage, have 
kind'y improved it by saying, “ Both the 
happiness and the morals of the colonists 
of this district seem to have been injured 
nota ttle by the intrusion of a swarm of 
Missionaries.” No. 41, paye 64. Butit 
is thus that the servants of Christ wha 
forsake all and follow him, must, like thei: 
upostolical predecessors, “yo through evi! 
report as well as good report:” but “bles. 
sed are ye, when men shall say all manner 
of evilagainst you, falsely, for mu sake.” 
1g 
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mer, Mr. Bartlett, and William Corner 
(the negro from Demarara) continues to 
_ with his accustomed zeal. ‘The news 
Dr. Van der Kemp’s death deeply 
affected his congregation; and Mr. Read, in 
aletter dated soon after that event took 
lace, says, “1 consider the Society, and 
3etheisdorp, yea, the whole Church, has, 
by his death, experienced the severest loss 
it could have sustained. We are not 
ashamed to declare our belief tnat his equal 
is not to be found upon earth, and that he 
was little behind the chiefest apostles of our 
Lord.” 

Notwithstanding the removal of this ex- 
cellent man, religion appears still to pros- 
per at Bethelsdorp. In a letter dated 
August 8, 1812, Mr. Read says, “It will 
afford no small pleasure to the Directors 
and friends of the Society to hear that the 
Lord continues his kindness to Bethels- 
dorp, and that we have visible proofs that 
the Gospel of Christ is the power of God 
to the salvation of sinners,” of which he re- 
lates some singular instances, and adds, “I 
have baptised nine adults since my return 
from the Cape, and there are many more 
who give us pleasing hisies of their iuter- 
est in Christ.” 

Nir. Read also says, “We have in con- 
templation several plans by which the ex- 
penses are not only likely to be lessened, 
But wholly done away. lodeed, if the In- 
stitution continue to flourish as it has done, 
the people will soon be able to support the 
Missionaries themselves.” 

My. Albrecht and the other Missiona- 
rics who left Warm Bath in the Great 
Namaquas, on account of the depredations 
of Afrieaner, arrived, afier toilsome re- 
movals, at the Cape, where they siad for 
some months. The ‘y then took their jours 
ney northward, throug h the great wiider- 
ness, towards their furmer residence, and 
arriving at a place called Bezouder Meid, 


they found that a considerable number of 


their former congregation, who had been 
driven from Warm Bath, weve again col- 


lected. ‘There they had an opportunity of 


heaving particulars of the distresses endur- 
ed by their Namaqua friends, who were 

still persecuted and robbed by Afrieaner. 
Wi hen Mr. Albrecht and the other breth- 
ren, had with great difficulty reached the 
krall, called Silver Feuntain, they were re- 
celv ed i in the kindest mauner by ‘Cornelius 
Kok, who earnestly intreated one of the 
brethren to abide with him; promising, 
after a time, to remove with his large fam- 
ily into the country of the Corannas, and 


The infidel-writers of th: e present day, dis- 
liking Chri istiunity itself, sets ze every occa- 
sion to vilify those devoted men, whose 
sole object is the di fui ton of it through 
the world. 


settle in the neighborhood ofthe brethren 
Anderson and Janz. 

On the 13th of ApriJ, 1812, it pleased 
God to remove by death, that truly valua- 
ble and excellent Missionary Mrs. Al- 
brecht, formerly Miss Burgman, of Rot- 
terdam, She was a woman of superior 
talents, of eminent picty, remarkable for- 
titude and steady zeal. Before she let! 
Holland she had, for several years, been 
strongly inclined to assist the Missionary 
cause; and long waited for a convenient 
opportunity to procecd to Africa, having 
been engaged to Mr. C. Albrecht before 
he left Rotterdam. When she was in 
England, on her way, she gained the es- 
teem and Christian affection of all who 
knew her, who fondly hoped that she 
would, for many years, be eminently use- 
fulin Africa; but soon after she had reach- 
ed the place of her destination, which, with 
all its inconveniences, she hailed as the 
scene of her future, self-denying?: bor , She 
was driven from it to traverse the wild 
wilderness with uncommon sufferings; and 
when, after all, she was just returning as 
near the spot as circumstances would ad- 
nit, in order to renew the seattered mis- 
sion, the Lord, who had thus fully tried the 
fidelity of her he: art, was pleased to re- 
lease her from all her toils, and admit her 
to his presence to receive the gracious 
recompense of her sufferings in his cause. 
Her loss is considered not only by her 
afflicted husband and associates as unspeak- 
ably yreat, brut by this Societ ¥ at large, 
who have bee n thus deprived of ¢ x ‘oman 
of uncommon endowments and wae 
We are sorry to add that other letters 
mention the ceath of Mrs. Kramer also 

The journals of tle brethren Sehmelen, 


* The brethren in their Journal, Apri! 
12th, sav, “This morning Si ster Albrecht 
was suddenly seized by a violent fit, which 
listed more than an hour. When she re- 
covered she suid *%t seemed ta her as if 
she had been ina large town; and was un- 
ableat frst to recolle ct where she then was. 
She was atiucked in a similar manner 
about an hour afterwards, and never re- 
covered. tt midnight she was delivered 
of a still-born child. Frequently on her 
journey she would say tuher husband and 
to us, ‘thet her work on earth would soon 
be finished, and she should, soon be called 
home to dwell among the saints in heaven. 
Yet she determined, on the very day she 
died, to resume, as soon as possible, her 
labors among the female Hottentots. She 
wus interred at ‘Silver Fountain . April 
1ith; almost all the people followed her to 
the grave. Brother Suss delivered a ser- 
mon on Rev. xiv, 13, and made a suitable 
appli tealion to the people of her sudden 
4 euth 





Ebner, Helm and Sass, detailing their dif- 
ficulties in passing through the dreary wil- 
derness in their way to Bezonder Meid, 
are truly affceting. Their labors, perils 
and sufferings were peeuharly great. ‘They 
were sometimes without water for them- 
selves or catile; their oxen,’ weakened by 
waut Of susteaance, refused to draw their 
waggous, and mauy of them died of thirst; 
some Of their sheep were destroyed by 
the wild beasts; they were without bread 
for nearly a month, and were in danger of 
utterly perishing in the desert, had not at 
length Cornelius Kok, who was informed 
of their distress, sent men aud oxen to 
their relief. With great joy and thankful- 
ness they joined their friends at Bezonder 
Meid. 

‘The Direetors are sorry to say that they 
have reecived no intelbgence for a long 
time t.om the Missionaries Anderson and 
fanz at the Ovange River; they are there- 
tore unable particularly to report the con- 
dition of that station; but Mr. Campbell 
intorms us that Mr. and Mrs. Messer had 
agreed to go thither to strengthen it; and 
Mir. Kramer is to goto a Krall of Hotten- 
tots at a little distance. 

Mr. Campbell bas been peculiarly hap- 
py in ebtaining information concerning 
Madagascar, which he has transmitted to 
the Dircetors. Mr. Pacalt and others 
were willing to attempt a Mission to that 
great island. 

The Landrost of the district of George, 
is desirous of a Missionary settlement 
there. Mr. Read, with some of the Hot- 
tentots, was at that place two or three 
weeks. Mr. Campbell will determine on 
this matter, wheu he stops there in his 
way to Bethelsdorp, as it is on the road 
about mid-way between that settlement 
aui the Cape. Mr. C. intended to com- 
menee his journey thither about the mid- 
alle of February. 


c+ y _f , 2 
( Lo be continued. ) 


NEW HAMPSHIRE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Tats Society held its annual meeting on 
the 17th of September last. The Report 
of the ‘Trustees, (of which we have been 
lately favored with a copy,) states, that 
they had emploved seven missionaries to 
pesturin SON vaty-t wo weeks of missionary 
erviee piiicipally within the limits of their 
own State; that the service had been faith- 
fully performed; that there had been 
some special attention to religion in sever- 
al places; that religious instruction was 
eveatly needed in the destitute parts of the 
state; and that there was great encourage- 
ment for increased exertions. 






1812, was $2,553 70. “Phe Ce 
tion appears to have been adoptec in New 
Hampshire with very encouraging success. 
The next annual meeting of the Soci- 
ety is to be held at Plymouth on Thursday 
the 23d of September next. The Rev. 
Ethan Smith of Hopkinton is first preach- 
er; and the Rey. Seth Payson, D. D. sec- 
ond preacher. 


ORDINATIONS. 


Orvatnep at Palmyra, (N. Y.) the Rey. 
Hirrocrares: Rowe. Sermon trom 2 
Tim. iv. 

At Jackson, (Maine,) on the 16th of 
Sept. last, the Rev. Sinas Warren. 

At Hebron, (Maine,) the Rev. Henry 
SEWALL, on the 7th of October last. 

At Brewer, (Maine,) on the 13th of 
January last, the Rev. Tuomas WIL- 
LIAMS. . 


DONATIONS TO FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


July 21,1813. From a female 
friend of missions in Salem, 


by the Rev. Dr. Worcester, $20 00 
27. From the Rev. Lathrop 

Thompson, (the remainder 

of his donation of $400) 205 17 
Aug. 2. From Elnathan Strong 

of Hardwick Vt.) 2 89 


9. From a female friend of mis- 
sions in Andover, (north 
parish, ) 3 00 

From the Foreign Mission So- 
ciety «@ the Western District 
of Fairfield county, by Mat- 
thew Marvin, Esq. their 
Treasurer, 29 00 

From the Female Charitable 
Society in Great Barrington, 
enclosed to the Rev. Dr. 

Dwight, 25 00 

The two latter sums were re- 
mitted by Mr. T. Dwight, 
jun. 





$285 06 


Tn the donations to the Cent Institution, 
published last month, p. 90, the following 


error was oceasioned by a type falling out 


after the proof had been read; viz. the 
donation from ladies in Medfield should 
have been $5 20 instead of 20 cents. 

The following donations were omitted 
on account of the memorandum having 
been mislaid, viz. 

—from ladies in Milford by the 


Rev. David Long, $2 60 
——from ladies in Medway, by 
the Rev. Luther, Wright, 2 82 
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fiten, at the Ysle of France, on the 30th, 
f Nov. 1812, Mrs. Harriet Newe 1, 
rife of the Rev. Samuel Newell, one of 
the American missionaries in India, 
aged 19. : 

Mrs. N. was a person of uncommon en- 
dowments and eminent piety. She was 
first seriously impressed with the import- 
ance of religion in 1806; and, in August 
1809, she made q public profession of her 
faith in Christ, having experienced as she 
trusted, and as her religious friends 
had abundant reason to believe, a 
work of graee in her soul. With the ut- 
most alaerity and zeal she encountered the 
perils of a missionary life, while she had a 
distinet view of the nature and magnitude 
of those perils. In considering whether it 
was her duty to engage in the arduous ser- 
Vice of assisting to publish the Gospel to 
the heathen, she prayed much for divine 
direction and asked the advice of many 
friends. When her resolution was once 
taken, she never for a moment paused, 
hesitated, or faltered. She first settled the 
question of duty, and then committed the 
event to God. ‘Though surrounded by an 
amiable and beloved family, and possess- 
ing herself great tenderness of feeling, 
she left all the enjoyments of home with 
acheerfulness and dignity, which cannot 
easily be described, and which can only be 
aceounted for by admitting, that she was 
supremely devoted to the cause -n which 
she had embarked. She possessed rare 
(ualifications for the station whith she ex- 
pected fo occupy—great activity of mind, 
native cheerfulness, a retentive memo- 
ry, great facility in —— undaunted res- 
olution, patience, fortitude, steady and ele- 
Vated piety, and unconquerable persever- 
ance. But it has seemed good to the 
Sovereign Disposer of all things to remove 
her from the world; and it behoves us to 
submit witheut complaining. The calm- 
ness and triumph with which she died, 
are related by her afflicted husband, ina 
letter inserted in this number. So tong 
as zeal in the best of causes, active benefi- 
tenee, and eminent piety shall be held in 
estimation by the wise and good, the 
ws of this lovely woman shail be hon- 
ored. 


At Warnér, (N. H.) April 28th, 1812, 

wocH MorRi Lt, jr. inthe 19th year of 
his age. 

This person had been early dedicated 
to God by his parents; and was a subject 
of their prayers and instructions. Like 
other youth, his mind was taken up with 
Yanities, ti March 1812. He was then 


drs. Newell....E. Morrili, jun. Avo, 


‘il OBITUARY. 


attacked with a fever; thi¢h terminated 
in aquick cousumption. Soon after the 
commencement of Ins siekness, his mind 
was deeply impressed with these lines, 


“The thunder of that dismal word, 
Would so torment my ear, 

T’ would tear my sou! usunder, Lord, 
With most tormenting fear.” 


He was soon made to feei, that he was a 
lost wretched sinner. He had a.. aifecting 
sense of the justice of God; ad sad it 
would be just, if he were cast oii forever. 
He:adhe had had coavieuous, ad had 
stifled thein; avd iow deserved to be ioest- 
Flis uedy, one day, was im an asony of 
distress. But he sad the disire.s of his 
mind was much gremer. Being asked 
whai he desired, he sad, “that my will 
may be bowed to the wiil of Ged: and that 
Christ will manifest himself to me.” 

His distress of body caused him to eon- 
template the sufferings of Christ. He re- 
marked that his own pains were nothing, 
compared with what Christ sutfered for 
sinners. Having some of the invitations 
of grace mentioned to him, he expressed 
comfort in the view ofthem. After this, 
he expressed a striking sense of the good- 
ness and glory of God, as manifested ia his 
works. Hesaid that the rocks, trees, 
birds, and every thing praised God; and 
wondered that every body did not see aud 
feel it. 

He had, afier this, a severe conflict, and 
was ready to think that he was destitute of 
grace, and to give up allhope. He thought 
he felt almost the torments of hell. He 
was asked, (a minister being present) if he 
wished to have the minister pray with him? 
He thought at first he cou/d noé unite in 
prayer. But being conversed with, and 
instructed on the subject, he consented. 
This season of devotion had a happy ef- 
feet. At the close of prayer, he said, that 
it seemed to him every word was set home 
to his ease. Upon this he enjoyed asweet 
serenity. The next day being the Sab- 
bath, and as some mention was made rela- 
tive to going to meeting, he expressed a 
wish that he eould go, that he might know 
the exeellen¢y of worshipping God there. 
But he scon added, that he could have a 
feast at home. He expressed strong de- 
sires for the salvation of his fellow men. 

Ifis brothers and sisters he solemnly 
warned against pursuing sin and vanity ag 
he had done; urging them to improve 
‘her present time of youth and health, to 
sevye f-od, and seeuve salvation. To 2 
friertd he said, “Tam coing té leave yert. 










1 long to have you obtain religion, and fol- 
low me to the reaims of biiss, if I should 
be so happy as to be admitted there. I trust 
thave chosen that good part, that never 
will be taken from me. ” 

He had agreat desire to talk with all, 
whom he saw; and did, so as far as his fee- 
ble state would adinit. Lord’s D y morn- 
ing, he was thought to be dying.® He ap- 
peared fully composed; expresSed great 
joy in God; and appeared not at all daunt- 
ei in the view of immediate dissolution. 
‘The neighbors being convened, he con- 
versed with them in an affecting man- 
ner. Andhe eatreaied au aged grand- 
father to see to it, that he had religion, 
and to be prepared to follow him. He 
was exhausied. He then begged his father 
io talk tothe youth present. He soon again 
proceeded. Addvessing one of his mates 
by name, he expressed his aifeetion for 
him, and admonished him, in an atfeeting 
manner, to attend toreligion; urging the 
necessity and the happiness of this duty; 
aii pleading the greatness of the love of 
Chiist to himself, a poor sinner. Being 
much spent, he bade all present an affee- 
tionate farewell. He continued through 
the day in much distress. At evening a 
brother, living at a distance, arrived. With 
him he conversed atfectingly; expressing 
his own love to Christ; and urging his 
brother to come aud receive the blessed 
Savior. 

He continued through Monday, con- 
versing impressively with friends on the 
love of Christ; and expressing his desire 
for the salvation of others; delighting in 
the idea, that all who loved Christ were 
his brethren. 

On Tuesday morning, in asweet serenity 
of soul, he feel aleep. 

Ye readers, or hearers, who are desti- 
tute of grace, dare not to take an occasion 
from such an instance of sovereign merey, 
to defer the werk of your salvation to a 
sick and dying bed. For but few, at so 
late a period, become subjects of such 
special operations. | Delays are most dan- 
cerous. Behold, now is the accepted time. 
Behold, now is the day of salvation. 


At Concord, (Mass.) on the 10th of 
Feb. last, Mrs. Marrua Stone, in the 
76th year of her age, relict of Capt. John 
Stone. ‘Though she moved in an humble 
sphere, as a Christian she deservedly sus- 
tained an elevated rank. In early life she 
enjoyed those influeneés of the Holy 
Spirit, which produced a moral change in 
her heart, and led her to consecrate her- 
self to the service of God. She highly es- 
‘eemed his holy word, and derived no 
small support and comfort in perusing its 
interesting discoveries. She delighted in 
walking in the commanudmentsand ordinan- 
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ed to alriend that she ha@ a foretaste of 


hea, en in her soul; that her thoughts were 
fixed on glory; and that Christ was to her 
the chiei among ten thousand and alto- 
gether lovely. Jn her was exhibited sie 
of thase rare instunces of triumphuni 
deaths. Satushed with lite, knowing in 
whom she had believed, death was disarm- 
ed of its terrors, aud she rejoiced in pros- 
pect of future glory. Her children ana 
triends are lett with the consoling hope, 
that their loss is her unspeakable gai: 
‘Lhe memory of the just is blessed. 


The following character of the Rev. 
Asanet HuntTinetTon, whose death was 
mentioned in the Panoplist for May p. 
576, was received too late for that num- 
ber. Mr. H. died April 22, 1813, after a 
short and distressing illness. 

On this mournful event, one of his breth- 
ren in the neighborhood writes thus: 

“If there was a minister, in this circle. 
who might justly be called amiable, aud 
of an excellent spirit, such was that man, 
in all the relations of private life, and in 
the hole of his public character. My 
heart sinks, when f think what a brothe: 
aad friend Lhave lost; what the Associa. 
ation, aud the neighborhood have lost:— 
W hat then shall be said of his consort, his 
children, and his bereaved flock! 

“He was a most interesting companion: 
and if there was any where a feeling heart, 
alive to the claims of friendship, compas- 
siouate to all suffering and sorrow—such 
was /is heart. Ifthere was an Israclite 
indeed, of Christian simplicity and sin ceri- 
ty, great integrity, and open-hearted be- 
nevolenee, without a shadow of affectation; 
such was thisexcellent man. Asa minis- 
ter, he well understood and well main- 
tained the great realities 0. Gospel revela- 
tion: delivered them in love, and carried 
them to their practical uses, with great 
fidetity, in a conuciliating manner and wiile 
much sensibility, (according to the nature 
of each subject) though in a still, small 
voice with no outward show or parade. 
And Topsfield will know—his hearers in 
every place will know, the more they con- 
sider him, that there has been a prophet 
among them. Indeed he had much of orig¢ 
inality. But it was always modest, uu- 
assuming; always submissive to Scripture 
authority, and aiming to derive all its e n- 
ceptions from that souree. He had a 
fruitful mind: and in his diseourses there 
was an Uncommon variety of subject, aid 
of sentiment. ‘He was likewise distin 
guished, by an acute discerument of men 
andthings. By his instrvctive and inter- 
esting sermons, by his prety, and purity of 
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rreat me JOM, | ; 
rnore than 235 h important bond of 
union a Fapcople who hud been disu- 
nited. It is hoped that thei union will 
continue. ‘The remembr nee of him, 
will do much to maintain it. A generalun- 
dissembled grief appears now to preyail 
among them: and itis presumed they will 
longremember him. It is certain, that if 
they so cherish his memory as to imbibe 
his spirit, they will be a most happy 
society.” 






At Franklin, on the 3dof June last, Miss 
DeLtverancs Eumons, second daughter 
of the Rev. Dr. Emmons. 

The following extract is taken from a 
Sermon preached at her imterment, by the 
Rev. Nathauael Howe, of Hopkinton, trom 
Luke xii, 35, 36. 

“In the view of this subjeet, and on this 
solemn oceasion, it beeomes us to consider 
v.e nnueertainty of ell worldly enjoy ments. 

‘*Yeath is always an t:kKsome considera- 
‘ion to the man of the world, who has his 
portion in this life, and who possesses no 
hope of a better: but the believer keeps up 
a familiar intereourse with death; he does 
not think of dying only when trouble em- 
b'tters life, and forees him to say, J loath 
it, Lwould not live alway. He reflects 
upon it, when the world smiles, as weilas 
when it frowns; whatever be his present 
circumstances, he feels, that he is, and he 
contesses himself to be, a stranger and a 
pilgrim on the earth. ile sees that the 
things of this world are fleeting in their na- 
ture, short in their duration, and unsatis- 
fying in their enjoyment. But beyond the 
erave, he has an house not made with 
hands; a better, an heavenly country; more 
numerous, more endeared connexions. 
There his enjoyments will never fade; 
there his friends will never die. 

“Hence, it sometimes happens, that 
persons possessed of riches, honors, friends, 
heath, and surrounded with every thing 
which this world affords, have longed to 
die, and to be with Christ, which is far 
better. [tis much more difficult, however, 
to maintain this state of mind in pleasing 
and prosperous circumstances, than in try- 
ing and afflictive scenes. When we are 
surrounded with worldly enjoyments, we 
are in danger of saying, It 73s good for ws 
to be here. How few, in such circumstan- 
ces, are disposed to say, Jrise, let us go 
hence. 

“My Brethren, the time is short. We 
are constantly and irresistibly, though im- 
perceptibly, gliding down the stream of 
time into the boundless ocean of eternity! 
Soon, very soon, we shall cease to occupy 
our present stations in this changing world. 
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It would be wise for us, therefore, often to 
take realizing views of death; it would 
check the pride of life which so often ear- 
ries us away; it would sanctify our posses- 
sions, aud Keep our prosperity from de- 
stroying us; it would lead us to use soberly 
and protitably those talents of which we 
must so shortly give an account; it would 
excite us to be rich in good works, aud to 
lay up our treasure in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, nor 
thieves breuk through and sieal. 

*“Accustom yourselves, therefore, to re- 
flections of this nature, aud learn to die 
daly. Wien you waik over your fields, 
let every one say to himself, in a hte tine, 
the piaces that wow know me, wil kuow 
me nomore. Whea yousitin your houses, 
let every Oue say to himselt, in a little ine 
the g.ave will be my; house. When you 
return to your seveial Labitations, and be- 
hold your chiidren sitting acound your ce- 
bies, say to yourselves, in a short ume we 
shail be called to tullow our chiidren, one 
atler auotier to the grave; or they will be 
cauled to foltow us! And whea vou assem- 
bie in the house of God on the Sabbath, 
let each one say to himself, in a litte sea- 
son f shail be in the state of that person, 
to whose memory we ave now paying our 
last respects! 

“Qn this solemn aud interesting ocea- 
sion, it becomes me to turn my attention 
to the Parents of the deceased. (sod has 
gcaciously given you children; aod the lives 
ci your children have been preserved, till 
they have arrived to a siate of maturity. 
‘Though one has lately been taken trom 
you; yet the others have been preserved 
(as we humbly hope) to be the comfort of 
your declining years, and the joy of your 
old age. May God enabie vou to consider 
your children, not merely as formed for 
this world only, but as intelligent beings 
made for eternity! May God enable you 
to be far more concerned for their future 
happiness, than their worldly prosperity. 
Aud if you should be cailed, in future, to 
give them up one aiter another to the 
grave, may you have all that submission 
that is necessary to sustain and improve 
such repeated and violeut shocks! 

“Though God has now put forth his 
holy aud bereaving hand, and taken from 
you an amiable and promising child; yet it 
was not an only child. Though you have 
lost a daughter, yet it was not an only 
daughter; and though you had, (a few 
years past) every reason to hope and 
expect her life, that she would continue 
to be acomfort to you while living, and fol- 
Jow you to the grave, and though her pros- 
pects in life were very engaging, yet God 
in his providence has cut them off. May 
vou, in this time of bereavement, derive 
consolation from those divine  sourecs, 
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whieh you have, in similar circumstances, 
su often exhibited to others. May I re- 
nunud you, that one afiliction truly sancti- 
fied, prepares the way for others to follow, 
aad ‘makes them both more tolerabie, aud 
more usetul. He who has sought aud found 
consolation in God under one affliction, is 
refreshed, braced, and armed for another 
combat. And as death has given you a 
shock, by making one breach ia yourtaaally, 
be in readiness to receive another; for we 
know not what a day may bring forth. 

“The Brothers aud Sisters of the de- 
ceased, in this bereavement will remem- 
ber, that the death of their Sister calls 
upon them to prepare to die. It reminds 
them, that no age is free from death. It 
teaches them, that there is no discharge in 
that war. For if the confidence of par- 
euts—if the ailection of brothers and sis- 
ters—if the benevolence of acquaintance 
and friends—if an amiable disposition aud 
courteous deportment—if an uyblemished 
charaeter and an excellent eduéation—aud 
iu fine, ifa rational and seriptural hope of 
the eternal favor of God, in the near ap- 
proach of death, could have saved her life, 
Delia had not died! 

“Your deceased Sister was a person of 
unusual sprighiliness; vivacity was a strik- 
ing trait in her character; and, what is 
very uncommon, this sprightliness and vi- 

vacity were connected with a sound judg- 
ment, which she diseovered in all her de- 
portment. Her mind was well furnished 
with theological Knowledge; she under- 
stood the fundamental doetrines of the Gos- 
pel thoroughly, though she often declared 
she did not relish them. The lingering 
and consumptive indisposition which ter- 
minated her life; and which was of more 
than three years continuance, rare y de- 
jected her’ spirits. She often said, sie 

Knew what people thought of Ler case, aud 
how it would terminate. 

“She was sometimes solemnly impressed 
with a sense of divine things, Anew, aud 
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fore her death, in whi i. 
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through Christ: but thete @ asOns Were so 


interspersed with others, in which her 
spimtual views were interrupted, that she 
dared not believe herself a Christian: ‘Tis 
darkness, however, subsiced afew days be- 
tore her death, and ‘she possessed those con - 
solations whieh the world can neither give, 
nor take away. 

‘“The last night she lived, it was observed 
by one standing near her bed, that she 
smiled. When asked the oceasion, she 
said, “it was because death appeared so 
near.” She died in the full possession of 
her rational powers; in high hopes, and 
joy fulexpectations of the everlasting enjoy - 
ment of God! 

“Let me intreat, then, the Brothers 
and Sisters, to remember their Creator in 
the days of their youth. Wisely improve 
the precious moments as they pass. In the 
decline and death of Delia, God is teaching 
you that the most favorable prospects ai re 
no security against the approach of the 
-king of terrors; and in this event he js 
speaking to you, in a voice louder than thun- 
der, to prepare immediately to die. 

“When God speaks, do you hear. 
Wha God calls, do youanswer. For he 
savs, [love them that love me, and those 
that seek me early shall find ne.” 


Near Coosaw hatchie, Dr. Joun WitHer- 
SsPouN Rims \Y, eldest — of Dr. David 
dtamsuy ot Chai ‘ies ston, x S.C ): aged 3v. 

At Newbern, (N. C.) Mes. Hannan 
Gasrox, wife of the Hon. Wilkam Gas ton, 
Nem! CT O8 ‘EC Ougress, a, red 2 ed « "This lady 
was sO dee; ily at fected by the news ot 
the ap proach of the enc uy, that che fell 

nto convulsions and survived but 7 hours 
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POETRY. 


A MISSIONARY HYMN, COMPOSED TO BE 
SUNG AT A MEETiNG OF A FOREIGN 
MISSION SOCIETY. 


“Gove therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptising them in the name of the Futh- 
er, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all 
things, whatsoever I have commanded 
ous and lo! Tamwith you alway, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen.” 

Marr. xxviii, 19, 20. 


Ye sacred Heralds of the Lord! 
Go at your Master’s high command, 


. ° . . 
And bear the blessings of his word. 
r , | pe 
Po every distant heatien land. 


See along train of Adam’s race 
Deep plaug’d in guilt and stain’d With 
blood, 
Remov'd bey ond the sounds of grace 
Are strangers to a pard’ning Gop. 


To rescue man from endless woe, 
Jesus descended froni above, 


And, veild in mortal flesh below : 


Paid the rich price of saving love, 
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ears, 








y years, 
| pray’c and bled. 
Then, 1mthe great Repremer’s name, 


Go for Ato nature’s utmost end, 
His truth to ev’ry realm proclaim, 
And call the nations to attend— 


Deelare to earth’s remotest bound, 

Glad tidings from the Kine oF KINGS, 
Letev’ry region eatch the sound, 

And angels strike their golden strings. 


leach the poor penitent to flee 
lor safety where salvation lies; 
Bid him lift up his eyes and see 
The Sun or RigureousNsss arise. 


Then shall the wise, though distant far 
Froin Zion’s sacred temple gate, 

O’er Bethle’m view the wond’rous Star, 
And worship at EMMANUEL’s feet. 


LINES. 


Were I toshed a single tear, 
For each of ail my sius, each one, 
Alas! the coustant stream, I fear, 
Would like some mighty river run. 


Yet all the immeasureable flood, 
Could never wach one stain away: 
{ single drop of Jesus’ blood 
Cau make me pure and white as day. 
N. 


LITERARY NOTICE. 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY AT ANDOVER. 


By request of the Professors in this Sem- 
tnary, the following notice is inserted. 
Igreeably io a vote of the Trustees, 
we hereby give notice to applicants for 
admission into this Seminary, that accord- 
ing to the regulations of the Institution, 
a'l ad niss:o 1s ave required to be made, aé 
the beginning of the winter term, or as 
near that time as possible. ‘he reason of 
this requisi.ion is, that those who enter 
atalater period in the year, unavoidzbly 
lose the opportunity of pursuing their 


“studies in a regular way. 


E. Porter, 
L. Woops, Professors. 
M. Sruart, 


Andover, Aug. 4, 1813. 


N.B. The winter term commences 
six weeks after the fourth .Wedneeday ia 
september. 
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PROPOSED WORK. 


Yowe and Deforest of New Haven pro- 
pose to publish Elements of Algebra, 
being the first part of an introduction to 
the study of the Mathematics; adapted 
to the course of instruction in Yale Col- 
lege. By Jeremiah Day, Professor of 
Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, in 
Yale College. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We decline publishing the lines intitled, 
The dawn of the Mullennium. 

Alpha,* in reply to Aleph, has been re- 
ceived, and wil be inserted in our next. 


TO PATRONS. 


Ocr Patrons and Subscribers wiil remem- 
ber, that we proposed, in our number 
for June, to couiplete the current volume 
in December next, by publishung two 
numbers in each month, begisning with 
August aud ending with the year; provid- 
ed this arrangement should meet the ap- 
probation of subseribers generally. Nota 
single person has objected to the proposal, 
so faras our knowledge extends, and 
many have expressed their decided ap- 
probation of it. We therefore publish 
this number as the first for August, and 
shall «udeavor to issue two numbers « 
moth to December inclusive. This altera - 
tion ismade with a view to have future 
volumes coxamence in January and close 
in December, as is the case with nearly 
all similar periodical publications. 

Our subscribers are respectfully invited 
to consider the other proposal, (made 
also in the number for June,) to enlarge 
the future volumes of the Panoplist, both 
as to the size of the page and number of 
pages, and to add one fourth to the pres- 
ent price. We shall be guided, in this 
matter, by the wishes of a majority of 
sub-cribers, so far as we shall be able to 
ascertain their wishes. 

All subseribers, who wish to discontinue 
the Panoplist after the current volume, 
will please to notify us or our agents of 
the fact, so that the notice may reach us by 
the first day of December next. Those 
who do not give such notice, will consider 
themselves as bound to take the ensuing 
volume. Agents will please to bear this 
in mind, as applying to them net less that 
to individual subscribers. 





